OCTOBER HYMN BIO’S:

NOEL, CAROLINE MARIA (1817-1877) Noel began her most productive writing in middle
age, after a prolonged illness; she was an invalid for the last quarter century of her life. Her uncle 
was hymnist Baptist Noel. 

WATTS, ISAAC (1674-1748) was an English hymn-writer, theologian and logician. He was 
recognised as the "Father of English Hymnody", as he was the first prolific and popular English 
hymnwriter, credited with some 750 hymns. Many of his hymns remain in active use today and have 
been translated into many languages.

WESLEY, CHARLES (1707-1788) Wesley wrote over 6,000 hymns; as with most hymnists, his 
works were frequently altered. In the preface to the 1779 Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People 
called Methodists. In addition to hymn writing, Charles & John founded the movement which became 
the Methodist denomination.

BONAR, HORATIUS (1808-1889) Bonar has been called “the prince of Scottish hymn writers.” After
graduating from the University of Edinburgh, he was ordained in 1838, and became pastor of the North 
Parish, Kelso. He joined the Free Church of Scotland after the “Disruption” of 1843, and for a while edit
ed the church’s The Border Watch. Bonar remained in Kelso for 28 years, after which he moved to the 
Chalmers Memorial church in Edinburgh, where he served the rest of his life. Bonar wrote more than 600 
hymns.

WEST, ROBERT A. (1809-1865) West emigrated to New York in 1835, then moved to Washington, 
DC, in 1843. In 1844, he became the official reporter of the General Conference of the Methodist Episco
pal Church. He was also on the committee appointed by that conference to prepare a standard edition 
of the Methodist hymnal. That collection appeared as Hymns for the Use of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in 1849. He also edited the Columbia Magazine (1846-1849) and the New York Commercial Ad
vertiser (from 1858).

ATKINS, GEORGE (eighteenth century) Methodist pastor, Atkins served in the Ohio Conference, then
transferred to Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1818. Besides his ministerial duties, he was also involved with 
newspapers. In 1826, he received an appointment to preach at Abingdon Town.

GREENWELL, DORA (1821-1882) Greenwell lived at Ovingham Rectory, Northumberland (1848); 
Golborne Rectory, Lancashire; Durham (1854); and Clifton, near Bristol.

WARNER, ANNA BARTLETT (1820-1915) Anna’s father was Henry Warner, a wealthy New York
City lawyer. When he lost most of his fortune in the 1837 depression, the family was forced to move to 
their summer home (Good Craig) on Constitution Island in the Hudson River. It was then that Anna and 
her sister Susan began writing to earn money. They also conducted Bible classes for cadets at the nearby 
Military Academy at West Point. In memory of her, the Academy’s Constitution Island Association man
ages the Warner’s island property as an historic site.

SAMMIS, JOHN H. (1846-1919) A businessman and YMCA worker in Logansport, Indiana, Sammis 
attended McCormick and Lane Theological Seminaries, was ordained a Presbyterian minister in 1880. He 
served in Glidden, Iowa; Indianapolis, Indiana; Grandhaven, Michigan, Red Wing, Minnesota; and Sulli
van, Indiana. For the remainder of his career, he taught at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles.



ALEXANDER, CECIL FRANCES (1818-1895) Alexander’s husband was William Alexander, bishop 
of Derry and Raphoe, and later the Anglican primate for Ireland. Cecil and her sister founded a school for 
the deaf, and she set up the Girls’ Friendly Society in Londonderry. Cecil Alexander wrote about 400 
hymns in her lifetime.

KIPLING, RUDYARD (1865-1936) Rudyard Kipling is the author of The Jungle Book and other 
British-flavored tales of the Indian subcontinent. Kipling was born in India to British parents, but spent 
much of his childhood at school in England before returning to India in his teens. His collection Barrack-
Room Ballads (1892) was full of colorful, dusty, sing-song poems told from the point of view of the 
common British soldier, including the popular poem "Gunga Din." The Jungle Book (1894) was a 
collection of fictional stories about the wilds of India, many of them about Mowgli, a boy raised by 
wolves. It was followed by The Second Jungle Book in 1895 and was the basis for the popular 1967
Disney animated film. At the time Kipling began writing, Queen Victoria still held the title of "Empress 
of India," and Kipling is known as a romantic imperialist: sympathetic toward the British Empire's foreign 
subjects and yet proud of the British role in keeping and expanding its empire. Kipling traveled widely 
and wrote hundreds of essays, poems and stories, continuing to write nearly up to his death in 1936.

CHISHOLM, THOMAS OBADIAH (1866-1960) According to Chisholm, there were no special circum
stances which caused the writing of “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”—just his experience and Bible truth. The 
hymn first appeared in Songs of Salvation and Service, 1923, compiled by William Runyan. It is the unof
ficial school hymn of Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Illinois, with which Runyan was associated for a 
number of years.

POLLARD, ADELAIDE ADDISION (1862-1934) Author of over 100 hymns and Gospel songs, 
Pollard was educated in Denmark, Iowa; Valparaiso, Indiana; at the Boston School of Oratory; and the 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois. She taught in Chicago, and at the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance Training School in New York. She worked for a while with evangelist John Alexander Dowie, 
and also in Africa, leaving for Scotland after World War I began. She later returned to New York.

CROSBY, FANNY JANE (1820-1915) Fanny Crosby was probably the most prolific hymnist in history. 
Though blinded by an incompetent doctor at six weeks of age, she wrote over 8,000 hymns. About her 
blindness, she said:
It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.
In her lifetime, Fanny Crosby was one of the best known women in the United States. To this day, the vast majority of American hymnals contain her work.
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA (C.170-C.220) was a Christian theologian and the head of the noted Catechetical School of Alexandria. Clement is best remembered as the teacher of Origen. He united Greek philosophical traditions with Christian doctrine and valued gnosis that with communion for all people could be held by common Christians specially chosen by God.


DEXTER, HENRY MARTYN (1821-1890) American clergyman and author, was born in Plympton, Massachusetts.
He graduated at Yale in 1840 and at the Andover Theological Seminary in 1844; was pastor of a Congregational church in Manchester, New Hampshire, in 1844-1849, and of the Berkeley Street Congregational church, Boston, in 1849-1867; was an editor of the Congregationalist in 1851-1866, of the Congregational Quarterly in 1859-1866, and of the Congregationalist, with which the Recorder was merged, from 1867 until his death in New Bedford, Massachusetts.
He was an authority on the history of Congregationalism and was lecturer on that subject at the Andover Theological Seminary in 1877-1879; he left his fine library on the Puritans in America to Yale University.
CUSHING, WILLIAM ORCUTT (1823-1902) Cushing’s parents were Unitarians, and his early 
training was along these lines. After entering the ministry, his first pastorate was at Searsburg, New York. 
He married in 1854, and went on to serve in Auburn, Brooklyn, Buffalo, and Sparta, New York. After his 
wife died in 1870 and his health declined, he retired from the ministry and began writing hymns. He com
pleted over 300 in his lifetime.

Cushing was an exemplary Christian, ever mindful of the suffering of others. Once he gave $1,000—all he had, an enormous sum in those days—to a blind girl so she could get an education.
BROWNLIE, JOHN (1859-1925) Brownlie attended the University of Glasgow and the Free Church College. He was licensed by the Presbytery of Glasgow in 1884, and in 1885 became Assistant Minister of Trinity Free Church in Portpatrick, Wigtonshire; he succeeded the the senior pastor there upon the latter’s death in 1890. He joined the local School Board in 1888, and became a governor of Stranraer High School in 1897, and Chairman of the governors in 1901. Glasgow University awarded him an honorary DD degree in 1908 for his work in hymnology.
BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX (1091-1153) Bernard’s father Tecelin was a knight and vassal of the
Dukeof Burgundy. Bernard was educated at Chatillon, where he was distinguished by his studious and 
meditative habits. He entered the monastery of Citeaux (the first Cistercian institution) in 1113. Two 
years later, he was sent, with 12 other monks, to found a daughter monastery in the Valley of Wormwood, 
about four miles from the Abbey of La Ferté, on the Aube. He rose to eminence in Church politics, and 
became embroiled in the papal schisms of the 12th Century. He was well known in Rome, and founded 
163 monasteries throughout Europe. The Catholic Encyclopedia carries a large article on him.
Bernard was a man of exceptional piety and spiritual vitality. Martin Luther, 400 years later, called him, 
the best monk that ever lived, whom I admire beyond all the rest put together.

CASWALL, EDWARD (1814-1878) Caswall was the son of Robert Clarke Caswall, Vicar of Yateley. 
He attended Chigwell Grammar School, Marlborough School, and Brasenose College, Oxford, where he 
graduated with honors. Before leaving Oxford, he published, under the pseudonym of Scriblerus Redivi
vus, The Art of Pluck, in imitation of Aristotle, a satire on the ways of the careless college student.

In 1838, Caswall was ordained as a deacon, and 1839 as an Anglican priest. In 1840 he became perpetual curate at Stratford-sub-Castle near Salisbury. By 1847, though, he had switched to Roman Catholicism and went to the Oratory of St. Philip Neri at Edgbaston, where he did most of his hymn work. Caswall is best remembered as a translator of ancient hymns, though he also wrote original lyrics.


AMBROSE OF MILAN (340-397) Ambrose was a Roman citizen, son of a Roman prefect in Gallia Narbonensis. At age 34, he was appointed governor of northern Italy. In 374, Ambrose was selected as bishop of Milan by popular acclaim. His hymns first came to widespread notice in a standoff between him and Empress Justina, who had sent soldiers to arrest him. Ambrose and his faithful flock stayed in the sanctuary of the church for days, singing and praying. The empress lost the test of wills, and Ambrose’s hymns have lived for millennia.

BRIDGES, ROBERT SEYMOUR (1844-1930) Bridges attended Eton and Corpus Christi College, Oxford (BA 1867, MA 1874), planning to be a doctor, but eventually discovered his literary gifts—he wrote three volumes of lyrics, several plays, literary criticism, and other works. He was named British Poet Laureate in 1913.

CONDER, JOSIAH (1789-1855) Son of an engraver and bookseller, Conder lost his right eye at age five, due to a bad smallpox vaccination. However, his native talents led him to be a successful author, editor and publisher. He edited The Eclectic Republic and The Patriot, and wrote books on a wide variety of secular and religious subjects. A member of the Congregationalist denomination, his Congregational Hymn-Book sold 90,000 copies in its first seven years.

SCOTT, CLARA (1841-1897) Daughter of Abel Fiske and Sarah Rockwell Jones, Clara attended, in 1856, the first Music Institute held in Chicago, Illinois by C. M. Cady. She went on to teach music at the Ladies Seminary, Lyons, Iowa (1859). She married Henry Clay Scott in 1861. Scott met and was greatly encouraged by Horatio Palmer, who helped publish many of her songs.

DECK, JAMES G.(1802-1884) Oldest son of John Deck of Bury St. Edmunds, James was educated for the army, and became an officer in the Indian service. Retiring from the army, and having joined the Plymouth Brethren, he undertook, in 1843, the charge of a congregation of that body at Wellington, Somerset. In 1852, he went abroad and settled in New Zealand. His sister was hymnist Mary Walker.

FABER, WILLIAM FREDERICK (1814-1863) Son of an Anglican clergyman, Faber graduated from Balliol College, Oxford, was ordained an Anglican minister, and became Rector of Elton in 1843. Three years later, he switched to Roman Catholicism and founded the Brotherhood of St. Philip Neri, in King William Street, Strand. He later moved to the Brompton Oratory. Faber published a number of prose works, and three volumes of hymns. It was in Jesus and Mary that many of his best hymns first appeared.

SCHEFFLER, JOHANN (1624-1677) Johann’s father, Stanislaus Scheffler, was a member of the Polish nobility, but was forced to leave his homeland because of his adherence to Lutheranism. Johann attended Elizabeth’s Gymnasium in Breslau, than enrolled as a medical student at the University of Strassburg in 1643. The next year, he went to Leyden, and in 1647, to Padua (PhD & MD 1648). He then returned to Silesia, where in 1649 he became the private physician of Sylvius Nimrod of Württemburg-Oels.

LUTHER, MARTIN (1483-1546) Luther began the Protestant Reformation in 1517, and the Lutheran 
denomination bears his name to this day. In addition to being a reformer, he was active in church music.

HEDGE, FREDERIC H. (1805-1890) Hedge attended Harvard University and Divinity School, then 
pastored in Arlington, Massachusetts (1829-1835); Bangor, Maine (1835-1850); Providence, Rhode Is
land (1850-1856); and Brookline, Massachusetts (1856-1872). He edited The Christian Examiner (1857-
1861), and served as president of the American Unitarian Association (1859-1862). He went on to teach 
ecclesiastical history (1857-1878) and German literature (1872-1882) at Harvard.
