MAY HYMN AUTHORS BIO’S
CROSBY, FANNY JANE (1820-1915) Fanny Crosby was probably the most prolific hymnist in history. Though blinded by an incompetent doctor at six weeks of age, she wrote over 8,000 hymns. About her blindness, she said:
It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.
WESLEY, CHARLES (1707-1788) the eighteenth child of the rector of the Anglican church in Epworth, Lincolnshire. All 19 Wesley children received individual weekly instructions in religious matters from their mother, who gave them some of her own independent spirit. Although Charles was bright, he wasted much of his energy looking for good times when he began his studies at Christ Church, Oxford, in 1726. In 1729, after he had settled down, Charles, his older brother John, and several other Oxford students formed the Holy Club, for the purpose of studying the Bible and receiving the Sacrament of the Eucharist. The group soon became known as the "Methodists" because of the regularity of their religious activities.
FRANCIS OF ASSISI (1182-1226) Francis of Assisi, wrote All Creatures of Our God and King - circa 1225 (Cantico di fratre sole, Song of Brother Sun). He wrote this hymn shortly before his death, but it was not published for almost 400 years.
DRAPER, WILLIAM H. (1855-1933) Draper was educated at Keble College, Oxford (BA in honors, MA 1880). He was ordained in 1880, and was Curate of St. Mary’s, Shrewsbury; Vicar of Alfreton; Vicar of the Abbey Church, Shrewsbury; Rector of Adel, Yorkshire (1899-1919); Master of the Temple, London (1919-30); and Vicar of Axbridge, Somerset. Draper also contributed hymns to the Guardian, Church Monthly, and other magazines. He wrote about 60 hymns altogether.
PIERPOINT, FOLLIOT SANFORD (1835-1917) Pierpoint graduated from Queen’s College, Cambridge University, in 1857, and later taught classics at Somersetshire College. He later lived at Babbicombe, Devonshire, and elsewhere, and occasionally taught.
ALEXANDER, CECIL FRANCES (1818-1985) Alexander’s husband was William Alexander, bishop of Derry and Raphoe, and later the Anglican primate for Ireland. Cecil and her sister founded a school for the deaf, and she set up the Girls’ Friendly Society in Londonderry. Cecil Alexander wrote about 400 hymns in her lifetime.
BABCOCK, MALTBIE DAVENPORT (1858-1901) 1901, alt. While a pastor in Lockport, New York, Babcock liked to hike in an area called the escarpment, an ancient upthrust ledge near Lockport. It has a marvelous view of farms, orchards, and Lake Ontario, about 15 miles distant. It is said those walks in the woods inspired these lyrics. The title recalls an expression Babcock used when starting a walk: I’m going out to see my Father’s world.
BOBERG, CARL (1859-1940) A carpenter’s son, Boberg started out as a sailor. He came to Christ at age 19 and attended a Bible school in Kristinehamm. He served as a lay preacher for two years, edited the weekly Sanningsvittnet (Witness of the Truth) (1890-1916), and served in the Swedish parliament (1912-1931). His works include several volumes of poetry and many hymns; he also helped compile the first two hymnals of the Swedish Covenant church.
JOHNSON, E. GUSTAV (1893-1974) Johnson’s family immigrated to America when he was 10 years old, settling in Hartford, Connecticut. He learned the craft of a printer, but at age 30 took up studies at North Park, Chicago, Illinois, where he earned degrees at the academy, college, and seminary. He went on to graduate from the University of Chicago and Duke University. He started teaching English and Swedish at North Park in 1931, remaining there three decades. He also found time to edit the Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly.
WARE, HENRY JR. (1794-1843) Son of a Unitarian minister, Ware attended Harvard and became an assistant teacher at Exeter Academy in New Hampshire. In 1815, the Boston Unitarian Association licensed him to preach, and in 1817, he was ordained and became pastor of the Second Church in Boston, Massachusetts. He was Professor of Pulpit Eloquence and Pastoral Care at the Harvard Divinity School, 1829-1842. He also edited the Christian Disciple (later renamed the Christian Examiner), and ran the Society for Religious Improvement at Harvard University (his father was on the faculty there, as well). A two volume Memoir and a four volume Works were published three years after his death.
WATTS, ISAAC (1674-1748) Watts preached his first sermon at age 24. In the next three years, he preached frequently, and in 1702 was ordained as pastor of the Independent congregation in Mark Lane. At that time he moved into the house of a Mr. Hollis in the Minories. His health began to fail the next year, and Samuel Price was appointed as his assistant in the ministry. In 1712, a fever shattered his constitution, and Price became co-pastor of the congregation, which had moved to a new chapel in Bury Street. It was at this time that Isaac became the guest of Sir Thomas Abney. He lived with Abney (and later Abney’s widow) the rest of his life, mainly at Theobalds in Hertfordshire, then for 13 years at Stoke Newington.
THE VENERABLE BEDE (673-735) Bede became a monk and was ordained at age thirty. He devoted himself to the study of Scripture and to teaching and writing. He is considered one of the most learned men of his time, and a major influence on English literature. He wrote commentaries on the Pentateuch and various other books of the Bible, theological and scientific treatises, historical works, and biographies. His best known work is Historia Ecclesiastica, a history of the English church and people. Called Venerable to acknowledge his wisdom and learning, the title was formalized at the Council of Aachen in 853. He was a careful scholar and has been called the father of English history, the first to date events Anno Domini (A.D.)
CHARLES, ELIZABETH RUNDLE (1828-1896) Elizabeth was the daughter of John Rundle, banker and Member of Parliament. She married lawyer Andrew Paton Charles in 1851. Anglican by affiliation, she was a gifted poet, musician, painter, and author, and translated a number of hymns.
WEBB, BENJAMIN (1819-1885) Webb was educated at St. Paul’s School, and at Trinity College, Cambridge (BA 1842, MA 1845). Ordained by the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, he was assistant Curate at Kemerton, Gloucestershire (1843-44); of Christ Church, St. Pancras (1847-49); and Brasted, Kent (1849-51). He became PC of Sheen, Staffordshire (1851); Vicar of St. Andrews, Wells Street, London (1862); Prebend of Portpool, in St. Paul’s Cathedral (1881).
Webb was one of the founders of the Cambridge Camden, afterward the Ecclesiological Society; and editor of the Ecclesiologist (1842-1868), as well as the General Editor of the Society’s publications. His first appearance in print was as joint editor of Bishop Montague’s Articles of Inquiry in 1841.
MONTGOMERY, JAMES (1771-1854) When Montgomery was five years old, his family moved to the Moravian settlement at Gracehill, near Ballymena, County Antrim. Two years later, he was sent to the Fulneck Seminary in Yorkshire. He left Fulneck in 1787 to work in a shop in Mirfield, near Wakefield. Soon tiring of that, he secured a similar position at Wath, near Rotherham, only to find it as unsuitable as his previous job. A trip to London, hoping to find a publisher for his youthful poems, ended in failure. In 1792, he gladly left Wath for Sheffield to be assistant to Mr. Gales, auctioneer, bookseller, and printer of the Sheffield Register. In 1794, Gales left England to avoid political prosecution. Montgomery took the Sheffield Register in hand, changed its name to the Sheffield Iris, and continued to edit it for 32 years. During the next two years he was imprisoned twice, first for reprinting a song in commemoration of the fall of the Bastille, then for giving an account of a riot in Sheffield.
The editing of his paper, the composition and publication of his poems and hymns, the delivery of lectures on poetry in Sheffield and at the Royal Institution, London, and the advocacy of foreign missions and the Bible Society, gave great variety, but very little of stirring incident in his life, though he did find time to write 400 hymns. In 1833, Montgomery received a royal pension of £200 per year. 
BRIDGES, MATTHEW (1800-1894) Though raised as an Anglican, Bridges converted to Roman Catholicism in 1848. He lived in Quebec, Canada, for some years, but eventually returned to England.
THRING, GODFREY (1823-1903) Son of Rev. John Gale Dalton Thring and brother of Lord Thring, Godfrey graduated from Balliol College, Oxford, England. He was ordained in the Anglican church, and was given the rectory at Alford-with-Hornblotton, near Glastonbury. Later, he became Prebendary at Wells Cathedral. While at Alford-with-Hornblotton, Thring wrote a number of hymn volumes.
CROLY, GEORGE (1780-1860) Croly graduated from Dublin University (MA 1804, LLD 1831), then took Holy Orders. He worked in Ireland until about 1810, when he moved to London and devoted himself to literature. In 1835, he became associated with St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, and St. Benet Sherehog. His prose publications, in addition to contributions to Blackwood’s Magazine, were numerous, and dealt with biographical, historical, and scriptural subjects.
LITTLEDALE, RICHARD F. (1833-1890) Littledale attended Bective House Seminary, and Trinity College, Dublin. In 1852 he became a University Scholar; in 1854, he was first class in Classics and gold medalist; in 1856, he won the Berkeley gold medal for Greek, and other awards. He graduated BA, 1855; MA, 1858; LLD, 1862; and DCL at Oxford, 1862.
Littledale took Holy Orders in 1856, and served as Curate at St. Matthew’s Thorpe Hamlet, Norwich (1856-1857), and at St. Mary the Virgin, Soho, London (1857-1861). In 1861, he retired due to ill health, and devoted himself to literature. He published about 50 works, covering subjects in theology, history, liturgy, and hymnology.
BROWNE, SIMON (1680-1732) After studying for the ministry under John Moore of Bridgewater, Browne became pastor of an Independent church in Portsmouth, then, in 1716, of the Independent Chapel in Old Jewry, London. His later years were clouded by a peculiar delusion in which he imagined that God had in a gradual manner annihilated in him the thinking substance, and utterly divested him of consciousness.
BiÂanÂco of SiÂeÂna (?-1434) Author of Come Down, O Love Divine – no info.
FERGUSON, MANIE PAYNE (1850-)In 1886, Manie and her husband Theodore Pollock Ferguson founded a mission in Los Angeles, California. This eventually expanded into what was known as the Peniel missions along the West Coast of America, and in Africa, Asia, South America, and elsewhere. The main focus of the missions, especially in later years, was ministry to single women.
JUDSON, ADONIRAM (1788-1850) When Judson began his mission in Burma, he set a goal of translating the Bible and founding a church of 100 members before his death. When he died, he left the Bible, 100 churches, and over 8,000 believers. In large part due to his influence, Myanmar has the third largest number of Baptists worldwide, behind the United States and India.
Judson compiled the first ever Burmese-English dictionary. The English-Burmese half was interrupted by his death and completed by missionary E. A. Steven. Every dictionary and grammar written in Burma in the last two centuries has been based on ones originally created by Judson. Judson "became a symbol of the preeminence of Bible translation for" Protestant missionaries.
LONGFELLOW, SAMUEL (1819-1892) Younger brother of poet Henry Longfellow, Samuel attended both Harvard College and Cambridge Divinity School. Ordained a Unitarian minister, he served churches in Fall River, Massachusetts (1848); Brooklyn, New York (1853); and Germantown, Pennsylvania (1860).
WINKWORTH, CATHERINE (1827-1878) Winkworth spent most of her life in Manchester, England. The notable exception was the year she spent in Dresden, Germany. Around 1854, she published Lyra Germanica, containing numerous German hymns translated into English. She went on to publish another series of German hymns in 1858. In 1863, she came out with The Chorale Book for England, and in 1869, Christian Singers of Germany. More than any other single person, she helped bring the German chorale tradition to the English speaking world.


COWPER, WILLIAM (1731-1800) Cowper (pronounced Cooper), whose father was chaplain to King George II, went through the motions of becoming an attorney, but never practiced law. He lived near Olney, Buckinghamshire, the namesake town of the Olney Hymns, which he co-wrote with John Newton, author of Amazing Grace. Cowper also wrote poetry, including The Negro’s Complaint, an anti-slavery work, and the 5,000-line The Task.
REED, ANDREW (1787-1862) Husband of hymnist Elizabeth Reed, Andrew attended Hackney College, London, and became a Congregational minister. He was pastor at the New Road Chapel, St. George’s-in-the-East, then at Wycliffe Chapel, which he helped build in 1830. He also earned a degree from Yale College, and founded the London Orphan Asylum and Reed’s School in Cobham, Surrey. He wrote 21 total hymns.
HEBER, REGINALD (1783-1826) Heber attended Brasenose College, Oxford, where he won a number of awards in English and Latin. He received a fellowship to All Souls College, and later became Rector at Hodnet, Shropshire, England. In 1823, he became, somewhat reluctantly, Bishop of Calcutta, India. Most of his hymns were not published until after his death; 57 of them appeared in Hymns Written and Adapted to the Weekly Church Service of the Year (London: J. Murray, 1827).
WOLCOTT, SAMUEL (1813-1886) Wolcott attended Yale College (AB 1833) and Andover Theological Seminary, and served as a missionary in Syria (1841-1842). He returned to America and pastored in Belchertown, Massachusetts; Providence, Rhode Island; Chicago, Illinois; and at the Plymouth Congregational Church, Cleveland, Ohio. Later, he was secretary to the Ohio Home Missionary Society. Over 200 hymns are attributed to him.
LONGSTAFF, WILLIAM DUNN (1822-1894) Longstaff was treasurer of the Bethesda Free Chapel in Sunderland. He was friends with Salvation Army founder William Booth, and evangelists Dwight Moody and Ira Sankey. A number of his hymns were apparently published in the Salvation Army’s War Cry in the 1880’s.






