Author Bio’s: Authors appear in order of days not in alphabetical, repeat authors are not repeated here.
Heermann, Johann (1585-1647) A poet laureate, received theological training as a result of a vow his mother made when he was very ill as a child.

After ordination, Johann Heermann taught at the university, but in 1607, had to stop after he contracted an eye infection. Four years later, he became a deacon, then the Lutheran pastor, in Koeben. His ministry was interrupted several times by the Thirty Years’ War, but the faithful minister resumed whenever the fighting died down. In 1634, medical problems forced him to stop preaching, and he finally retired in 1638.

Johann Heermann is considered the most important chorale text writer between Martin Luther and Paul Gerhardt. The present German (Evangelical-Lutheran) hymnal contains 14 chorale texts by Heermann.
PERRONET, EDWARD (1726-1792) Son of an Anglican minister, descended from French Huguenots who fled the continent to escape religious persecution. For a time, Perronet was a co-worker of John and Charles Wesley. John Wesley was always trying to get him to preach, but Perronet, though capable, was somewhat in awe of Wesley, and always deferred to him. Any time John Wesley was present, Perronet felt Wesley should do the preaching. But John Wesley was not one to take “no” for an answer. So, one day, in the middle of a meeting, he simply announced, “Brother Perronet will now speak.” Thinking quickly, Perronet stood before the large crowd and declared, “I will now deliver the greatest sermon ever preached on earth” (you can imagine he got everyone’s attention). He then read the Sermon on the Mount, and sat down.
RIPPON, JOHN (1751-1836) attended the Baptist College in Bristol, England, later becoming pastor of the Carter’s Lane Baptist Church in London–where he served for over 60 years! He also published an influential book called A Selection of Hymns from the Best Authors, Intended to Be an Appendix to Dr. Watts’ Psalms and Hymns. The volume was reprinted 27 times, and sold over 200,000 copies. John Rippon is considered the foremost authority on the hymns of Isaac Watts, who died 3 years before Rippon was born.
MONTGOMERY, JAMES (1771-1854) In 1794, Gales left England to avoid political prosecution. Montgomery took the Sheffield Register in hand, changed its name to the Sheffield Iris, and continued to edit it for 32 years. During the next two years he was imprisoned twice, first for reprinting a song in commemoration of the fall of the Bastille, then for giving an account of a riot in Sheffield.
The editing of his paper, the composition and publication of his poems and hymns, the delivery of lectures on poetry in Sheffield and at the Royal Institution, London, and the advocacy of foreign missions and the Bible Society, gave great variety, but very little of stirring incident in his life, though he did find time to write 400 hymns. In 1833, Montgomery received a royal pension of £200 per year. 

FRANCK, JOHANN (1618-1677) After his father’s death in 1620, Franck’s uncle by marriage, the town judge, Adam Tielckau, adopted him and sent him to schools in Guben, Cottbus, Stettin, and Thorn. On June 28, 1638, Franck enrolled at the University of Königsberg, the only German university left undisturbed by the Thirty Years’ War. Here his religious spirit, his love of nature, and his friendship with such men as Simon Dach and Heinrich Held, preserved him from sharing in the excesses of his fellow students. He returned to Guben at Easter, 1640, at his mother’s urgent request; she wished to have him near her in those times of war when Guben frequently suffered from the presence of both Swedish and Saxon troops.
After his return from Prague, May, 1645, Franck began practicing as a lawyer. In 1648, he became a burgess and councilor, a Burgermeister in 1661, and in 1671 was appointed the deputy from Guben to the Landtag (Diet) of Lower Lusatia.
Franck’s hymns appeared mostly in the works of his friends Weichman, Crüger, and Peter. They were collected in his Geistliches Sion (Guben, 1674).
Winkworth, Catherine (1827-1878) is the foremost 19th century translator of German hymns into English.  Her translations, with alterations, are still the most widely used of any from German and are used extensively in many denominational hymnals, especially in Lutheran hymnals published in the United States. 
Born in London on September 13, 1827, Winkworth's family moved to Manchester when she was two.  In 1862 she moved with her father and sisters to Clifton, a suburb of Bristol, where she became active in promoting higher education for women.  This interest manifested itself in her translations from German of biographies of two founders of sisterhoods for the poor and the sick: Life of Pastor Fliedner, 1861, and Life of Amelia Sieveking, 1863. 
WATTS, ISAAC (1674-1748) Watts’ father was Nonconformist imprisoned twice for his religious views. Isaac learned Greek, Latin, and Hebrew under Mr. Pinhorn, Rector of All Saints, and headmaster of the Grammar School in Southampton. Isaac’s taste for verse showed itself in early childhood, and his promise caused a local doctor and other friends to offer him a university education, assuming he would be ordained in the Church of England. However, Isaac declined and instead entered a Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690, under the care of Thomas Rowe, pastor of the Independent congregation at Girdlers’ Hall; Isaac joined this congregation in 1693.
Watts left the Academy at age 20 and spent two years at home; it was during this period that he wrote the bulk of his Hymns and Spiritual Songs. They were sung from manuscripts in the Southampton Chapel, and published 1707-1709.
CONDER, JOSIAH (1789-1855) Son of an engraver and bookseller, Conder lost his right eye at age five, due to a bad smallpox vaccination. However, his native talents led him to be a successful author, editor and publisher. He edited The Eclectic Republic and The Patriot, and wrote books on a wide variety of secular and religious subjects. A member of the Congregationalist denomination, his Congregational Hymn-Book sold 90,000 copies in its first seven years.
MATHESON, GEORGE (1842-1906) Born with poor vision, Matheson’s eyesight gradually worsened until he was almost totally blind. However, he was academically gifted, and his sisters learned Latin, Greek, and Hebrew to help him study. He graduated from the University of Edinburgh (MA 1862), then became a minister in the Church of Scotland. He pastored in the resort town of Innelan for 18 years; due to his ability to memorize sermons and entire sections of the Bible, listeners were often unaware he was blind. In 1886, Matheson became pastor of St. Bernard’s Church in Edinburgh, where he served 13 years. He spent the remaining years of his life in literary efforts.
FRANCIS, SAMUEL TREVOR (1834-1925) Son of a London merchant and artist, Francis published a number of hymns in religious newspapers and periodicals. He belonged to the Plymouth Brethren congregation in London, and served as an open air preacher. His hymns and poems appeared in The Life of Faith and other papers and periodicals. 
BATEMAN, CHRISTIAN H. (1813-1889) Bateman studied in the Moravian Church, and ministered there for a time. In 1843, he became minister of the Richmond Place Congregational Church, Edinburgh, Scotland. After 1846, he was successively Congregational minister at Hopton, Yorkshire, and Reading, Berkshire. He then took Holy Orders and served as Curate of St. Luke’s in Jersey (1869-71); Vicar of All Saints, Childshill, Middlesex (1871-5); and Curate of St. John’s Penymyndd, Hawarden (1877-84). His hymns appeared mainly in The Sacred Song Book (Edinburgh, Scotland: Gall and Inglis), subsequently published as Sacred Melodies for Children and as 200 Sacred Melodies for Sunday Schools and Families; and The Children’s Hymnal and Christian Year (London: J. Hodges, 1872).
CROSBY, FANNY JANE (1820-1915) Frances Jane "Fanny" Crosby (1820-1915) was an American hymn writer and poetess, who wrote over 8,000 hymns during her life. One time a preacher sympathetically remarked, "I think it is a great pity that the Master did not give you sight when He showered so many other gifts upon you." She replied quickly, "Do you know that if at birth I had been able to make one petition, it would have been that I should be born blind?" "Why?" asked the surprised clergyman. "Because when I get to heaven, the first face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior!"
ROBINSON, GEORGE WADE (1838-1877) was a pastor of Congregational churches in England. The composer, James Mountain, was an Anglican minister who became greatly influenced by the Moody-Sankey campaigns in England in the early 1870s. Mountain later devoted his life to the work of evangelism both in Great Britain and world-wide. “I Am His and He Is Mine” first appeared in James Mountain’s collection, Hymns of Consecration and Faith, published in 1876.


LEMMEL, HELEN HOWARTH (1864-1961) Daughter of a Methodist minister, Helen emigrated from England with her family to America when she was 12 years old. They first settled in Mississippi, then relocated to Wisconsin. She moved to Seattle in 1904, and for three years was music critic for the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. While interviewing German singer Ernestine Schumann-Hein, Helen was persuaded to go to Europe. A gifted singer, she studied music in Germany for four years. Upon her return to America, she began giving concerts and traveling on the Chautauqua circuit. Eventually, she became a vocal music teacher at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois. After retirement, she moved to Seattle, Washington, where she was a member of the Ballard Baptist Church. Among her works are a hymnal used by evangelist Billy Sunday for over a decade. Lemmel and a women’s choral group she directed were part of Sunday’s group at the peak of his career.
NEWTON, JOHN (1725-1807) Newton’s mother died when he was seven years old. At age 11, with but two years schooling and only a rudimentary knowledge of Latin, he went to sea with his father. Life at sea was filled with wonderful escapes, vivid dreams, and a sailor’s recklessness. He grew into a godless and abandoned man. He was once flogged as a deserter from the navy, and for 15 months lived, half starved and ill treated, as a slave in Africa.
A chance reading of Thomas à Kempis sowed the seed of his conversion. It was accelerated by a night spent steering a waterlogged ship in the face of apparent death. He was then 23 years old. Over the next six years, during which he commanded a slave ship, his faith matured. He spent the next nine years mostly in Liverpool, studying Hebrew and Greek and mingling with Whitefield, Wesley, and the Nonconformists. He was eventually ordained, and became curate at Olney, Buckinghamshire, in 1764.
REES,  JOHN P. (1828-1900) 
HALL, ELVINA MABLE (1820-1889) Daughter of Captain David Reynolds, Elvina married Richard Hall of Westmoreland County, Virginia, and, after his death, Thomas Meyers, a Methodist minister of the Baltimore, Maryland, Conference. She attended the Monument Street Methodist Church in Baltimore for four decades.
ALEXANDER, CECIL FRANCES (1818-1895) Alexander’s husband was William Alexander, bishop of Derry and Raphoe, and later the Anglican primate for Ireland. Cecil and her sister founded a school for the deaf, and she set up the Girls’ Friendly Society in Londonderry. Cecil Alexander wrote about 400 hymns in her lifetime. Alexander’s husband was William Alexander, bishop of Derry and Raphoe, and later the Anglican primate for Ireland. Cecil and her sister founded a school for the deaf, and she set up the Girls’ Friendly Society in Londonderry. Cecil Alexander wrote about 400 hymns in her lifetime.
WESLEY, SAMUEL SR. (1662-1735)There is also another often forgotten person who came out of the Wesley tradition: Samuel Wesley, Sr., the father of John and Charles. Positive contributions of Samuel Wesley, whether familial, intellectual, or societal, have
been viewed as few or largely forgotten since his death in 1735. When remembered,
he is usually only noteworthy as the father of John and Charles or the husband of Susanna. His only listed hymn is Behold the Savior of Mankind.

JOHN OF DEMASCUS (eighth century) Of a good family in Damascus, John was educated by the elder Cosmas, along with his foster brother, Cosmas the Melodist. He held some office under the Caliph, and later retired to the laura of St. Sabas, near Jerusalem, along his foster brother. There he wrote his theological works and hymns, and was ordained a priest of the church of Jerusalem late in life. His enemies called him Mansur, for reasons unknown. His three orations in favor of icons earned him the sobriquets Chrysorrhous and The Doctor of Christian Art.

NEALE, JOHN MASON (1818-1856) Never in his lifetime was Neale adequately appreciated in his own church. Neale’s Doctor of Divinity degree was conferred by Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, in 1860. At Neale’s funeral the highest ranking clergymen were Orthodox. Neale could never have guessed how much he accomplished for the church and for generations of Christians who would sing the hymns he gave them.
BENNARD, GEORGE (1873-1958) When Bennard was very young, his family moved to Albia, Iowa, then Lucas, Iowa. He wanted a career in evangelism, but was forced instead to support his mother and sisters when his father died. After marrying, he and his wife worked for the Salvation Army in Illinois, and he later served as an evangelist in America and Canada. Bennard spent his last years in Reed City, Michigan, where the Chamber of Commerce erected a cross near his home. The Old Rugged Cross Historical Museum in Reed City commemorates his work.
NEWELL, WILLIAM REED (1868-1956) Newell attended Wooster College in Ohio and graduated in 1891. He did additional studies Princeton Seminary and Oberlin Seminary, and was then called to pastor the Bethesda Congregational Church in Chicago. He served in that capacity until 1895. D.L. Moody asked him to become the Assistant Superintendent of Moody Bible Institute, which was then under the direction of R.A. Torrey. His gift for Bible teaching and exposition brought large crowds wherever he went and his Bible classes led to the publication of his commentaries. He also wrote the gospel hymn, "At Calvary."
THEODULPH OF ORLEANS (c. 750-821) Theodulph was born into the Italian nobility, but decided on a life of religious service. His first position was as abbot of a monastery in Florence, Italy. In 781, Charlemagne appointed him Bishop of Orleans, France. However, this flourishing career came to an abrupt end with Charlemagne’s death. Louis the Pious suspected Theodulph of secret loyalty to political leaders in Italy, the country of his birth. These suspicions led to Theodulph’s imprisonment in Angiers in 818. His predicament is reminiscent of Paul’s incarceration in Rome. Like Paul, Theodulph’s faith sustained him inside cold stone walls. It was there he wrote All Glory, Laud and Honor, and there that he died.
BOWRING, JOHN (1792-1872) At age 33, Bowring became editor of the Westminster Review. An accomplished linguist, it has been said he was fluent in over 20 languages and could speak 80 more; he was known for his translations of Dutch poetry. He was also one of the preeminent British statesmen of his day: Commissioner to France, Consul at Canton, Minister Plenipotentiary to China, Governor of Hong Kong, and twice a member of Parliament. Queen Victoria knighted him in 1854.

BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX (1091-1153) Bernard’s father Tecelin was a knight and vassal of the Duke of Burgundy. Bernard was educated at Chatillon, where he was distinguished by his studious and meditative habits. He entered the monastery of Citeaux (the first Cistercian institution) in 1113. Two years later, he was sent, with 12 other monks, to found a daughter monastery in the Valley of Wormwood, about four miles from the Abbey of La Ferté, on the Aube. He rose to eminence in Church politics, and became embroiled in the papal schisms of the 12th Century. He was well known in Rome, and founded 163 monasteries throughout Europe.
GERHARDT, PAUL (1607-1676) Gerhardt was the son of Christian Gerhardt, Burgermeister of Grafenhaynichen, near Wittenberg. He enrolled at the University of Wittenberg in 1628. In 1655, he married Anna Maria Berthold. He appears to have frequently preached in Berlin in the 1640’s.
In 1651, Gerhardt was appointed, at the recommendation of the Berlin clergy, Lutheran Probst (chief pastor) at Mittenwalde, near Berlin. In 1657, Gerhardt returned to Berlin as third diaconus of St. Nicholas’ church. However, Gerhardt became involved in the contest between Elector Friedrich Wilhelm (who was of the Reformed Church) and the Lutheran clergy of Berlin; Gerhard was deposed from his office in February 1666, though he still remained in Berlin. In November 1668, he accepted the post of archidiaconus at Lübben an der Spree, was installed in June, 1669, and remained there till his death. The motto on his portrait at Lübben read Theologus in cribro Satanae versatus (a theologian sifted in a sieve).
ALEXANDER, JAMES WADDELL (1804-1859) Alexander graduated from Princeton University in 1820. Ordained in 1827, he served as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Trenton, New Jersey (1829-1832). He became Professor of Rhetoric at Princeton in 1833; pastor of Duane Street Presbyterian Church, New York, 1844; Professor of Church History at Princeton, 1849; and pastor of the 5th Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York, 1851.
WESLEY, CHARLES (1707-1788) Wesley wrote over 6,000 hymns; as with most hymnists, his works were frequently altered. In the preface to the 1779 Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People called Methodists, his brother John wrote:
I beg leave to mention a thought which has been long upon my mind, and which I should long ago have inserted in the public papers, had I not been unwilling to stir up a nest of hornets. Many gentlemen have done my brother and me (though without naming us) the honour to reprint many of our hymns. Now they are perfectly welcome to do so, provided they print them just as they are. But I desire they would not attempt to mend them, for they are really not able. None of them is able to mend either the sense or the verse. Therefore, I must beg of them these two favours: either to let them stand just as they are, to take things for better or worse, or to add the true reading in the margin, or at the bottom of the page, that we may no longer be accountable either for the nonsense or for the doggerel of other men.
In addition to hymn writing, Charles and John founded the movement which became the Methodist denomination.
THRELFALL, JEANETTE (1821-1880) Daughter of a wine merchant, Jeanette was orphaned while young, and became the beloved inmate of the homes of her uncle and aunt Bannister and Mary Jane Eccles, at Park Place, Blackburn, and Golden Hill, Leyland. Later she lived with her cousin, Sarah Alice Aston, at Dean’s Yard, Westminster. She eventually had an accident which left her a lifelong invalid, giving her much time to write poems and hymns.

















