BRIEF BIOS: Not in alphabetical order but in order of the hymns – authors of more than one hymn, their bio’s are not repeated.

HAVERGAL, FRANCES RIDLEY (1836-1879) - Daughter of William Havergal, Frances was a bright but short lived candle in English hymnody. She was baptized by hymnist John Cawood, was reading by age four, and began writing verse at age seven. She learned Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and memorized the Psalms, the book of Isaiah, and most of the New Testament. She knew and wrote a poem to Fanny Crosby.

WILKINSON, KATE BARCLAY (1859-1928 )-Daughter of mechanical engineer William Beckett Johnson, Kate married Frederick Barclay Wilkinson, a cashier, in 1891, at St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church, Altrincham, Cheshire. Kate worked with young women in west London, and was apparently involved with the Keswick Convention movement.
DODDRIDGE, PHILIP (1702-1751)-Youngest of 20 children, Doddridge attended Kingston Grammar School at St. Albans, and a nonconformist academy in Kibworth, Leicestershire, England. He went on to become one of the “dissenting” clergy. He was pastor of an independent congregation and tutor of a seminary for dissenting ministers at Northampton from 1739 until his death.
NEWMAN, JOHN HENRY (1801-1890)- Newman attended Trinity College, Oxford, originally intending to study law. However, he decided to enter the ministry instead, and was ordained in 1824. His first post was as Curate of St. Clement’s, Oxford. Newman was a leader of the Oxford Movement, and a gifted writer. Though raised a Calvinist, Newman migrated to Roman Catholicism, and eventually became Cardinal-Deacon of St. George in Velabro, in 1879. 
WATTS, ISAAC (1674-1748) Who is better known than Isaac Watts? His hymns are sung in every professed Christian body, although it is to be feared many know not the meaning of the words they sing. When advanced in years he is described as a "little feeble old man, shy in manner yet rich in speech. ... Wherever he goes he is regarded with veneration and love, for his mind is stored with knowledge and his heart is alive with tender sympathies."
HOPKINS, JOHN HENRY, JR. (1820-1891) Son of John H. Hopkins, sometime Bishop of Vermont, Hopkins graduated from the University of Vermont (AB 1839, MA 1845). In New York City, he worked as a reporter, intending to prepare for a law career. Instead, he entered the General Theological Seminary, where he graduated in 1850. He then became the seminary’s first music teacher (1855-7), and editor of the Church Journal (1853-68). Hopkins also served as a deacon (1850) and priest (1872), and as Rector of Trinity Church, Plattsburg, New York, and Christ Church in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
RIPPON, JOHN (1751-1836) Rippon attended the Baptist College in Bristol, England. In 1775, he became pastor of the Carter’s Lane Baptist Church in London, where he served over six decades. He also edited the Baptist Annual Register for 12 years. In 1787, he published his famous A Selection of Hymns from the Best Authors, Intended to Be an Appendix to Dr. Watts’ Psalms and Hymns, which was reprinted 27 times, in over 200,000 copies. February 9th hymn is attributed to Robert Keene.

DIX, WILLIAM CHATTERTON (1837-1898) Dix’ father, a surgeon, wrote a biography of poet Thomas Chatterton, and gave his son his middle name in his honor. Young William attended the Bristol Grammar School. Later, he managed a marine insurance company in Glasgow, Scotland, but his heart was in the poetry of worship. He wrote more than 40 hymns over the course of his life.
ZINZENENDORF, NICOLAUS LUDWIG VON (1700-1760) -Born into aristocracy and wealth, von Zinzendorf briefly studied law at the University of Wittenberg. Tiring of academia, he left school at age 19 to travel throughout Europe. Three years later, he inherited the estate of Bertelsdorf in Sachsen (Saxony). It was there that he permitted a group of religious refugees called the Moravian Brethren to settle. By 1732, this Moravian settlement, named Herrnhut (the Lord’s Shelter) had grown to over 600. This was the birthplace of the Moravian church, led by Zinzendorf.
The Moravians began sending out missionaries in 1732, the first two going to the West Indies. In 1735, a group went to Georgia, then Pennsylvania. They arrived in Pennsylvania on Christmas Day, 1741, joining a group already there. Inspired by their Christmas arrival, they named the new settlement Bethlehem. It is from this town that the famous Bethlehem Steel Company got its name.
Zinzendorf wrote about 2,000 hymns in his life; the Moravians translated many into other languages for use in their mission work.
SCHLEGEL, KATHARINA AMALIA VON (1697-?) Katharina is thought to have been attached to the ducal court in Köthen. She wrote at least 20 hymns, contributing a number to the 1774 Cöthnische Lieder.
BORTHWICK, JANE LAURIE (1813-1897) Translator - Borthwick belonged to the Free Church of Scotland. In 1855, she and her sister Sarah Findlater co-produced a book of translations of German hymns titled Hymns from the Land of Luther (1854, 1855, 1858 & 1862). In 1875, while living in Switzerland, she produced another book of translations called Alpine Lyrics. Borthwick was also active with the Edinburgh House of Refuge, the Moravian Mission in Labrador, and other mission work. She never married.
ALTENBERG, JOHANN MICHAEL (1590-1650) For a while, Altenburg taught and served precentor in Erfurt. In 1608, he became pastor of Ilversgehofen and Marbach, near Erfurt; in 1611, of Trochtellborn; and in 1621 of Gross-Sommern (or Sömmerda), near Erfurt. During the war, he was forced in 1631 to flee to Erfurt, where he stayed without a charge until 1637, when he was appointed diaconus of the Augustine Church, and, in 1638, pastor of St. Andrew’s church.
WINKWORTH, CATHERINE (1827-1878) Translator - Winkworth spent most of her life in Manchester, England. The notable exception was the year she spent in Dresden, Germany. Around 1854, she published Lyra Germanica, containing numerous German hymns translated into English. She went on to publish another series of German hymns in 1858. In 1863, she came out with The Chorale Book for England, and in 1869, Christian Singers of Germany. More than any other single person, she helped bring the German chorale tradition to the English speaking world.
BARTON, BERNARD (1784-1849) Barton was Britain’s counterpart to American John Greenleaf Whittier. Like Whittier, he was called the “Quaker Poet.” Barton attended a Quaker school in Ipswich. In 1798, he was apprenticed to a Mr. S. Jesup, a shopkeeper at Halstead, Essex, with whom he stayed until 1806. Barton then moved to Woodbridge, Suffolk, and entered into business with his brother as a coal and corn merchant. He married, but his wife died after only a year. Barton then moved to Liverpool for a short while, but returned to Woodbridge in 1810. A bank clerk by profession, he wrote 10 books of poems, many of which became hymns.
SHURTLEFF, EARNES WARBURTON (1862-1917) Shurtleff graduated from Andover Theological Seminary and was ordained a Congregational minister. He served in Buenaventura, California; Plymouth, Massachusetts; and Minneapolis, Minnesota. He spent the last part of his career in Europe, founding the American Church in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, in 1895, and working at the Academy Vitti in Paris, France.
WILLIAMS, WILLIAM (1717-1791) Known as the “Sweet Singer of Wales,” Williams was ordained a deacon of the Established Church in 1740 by Dr. Claget, Bishop of St. David’s, and for three years served the curacies of Llanwrtyd and Llanddewi-Abergwesyn; he never received Priest’s Orders. He became early acquainted with the revivalist Daniel Rowlands, and for 35 years preached monthly at Llaullian, Caio, and Llansawel, beside making preaching journeys in north and south Wales. He was held in great esteem as a preacher.
CROSBY, FANNY JANE (1820-1915) Fanny Crosby was probably the most prolific hymnist in history. Though blinded by an incompetent doctor at six weeks of age, she wrote over 8,000 hymns. About her blindness, she said: It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.
GILMORE, JOSEPH HENRY (1834-1918) Joseph, son of New Hampshire Governor Joseph A. Gilmore, graduated in arts from Brown University, and in theology from Newton Theological Institution. From 1863-1864, he was his father’s assistant while he was governor; during that period, he also edited the Concord, New Hampshire, Daily Monitor.
In 1865, Gilmore became pastor at the Second Baptist Church in Rochester, New York. He later pastored in Fisherville, New Hampshire. In addition, he directed the English Department at the University of Rochester, New York (1868-1908). 



WARING, ANNA LAETITIA (1823-1910) Daughter of Elijah Waring, Anna was raised a Quaker, but was baptized into the Church of England in 1842 at St. Martins, Winnall, Winchester. She was deeply involved in philanthropic work, especially the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Society. Waring mastered Hebrew as a young girl, to be able to study Old Testament poetry, and daily read the original Hebrew psalter throughout her life.
COWPER, WILLIAM (1731-1800) Cowper (pronounced “Cooper”), whose father was chaplain to King George II, went through the motions of becoming an attorney, but never practiced law. He lived near Olney, Buckinghamshire, the namesake town of the Olney Hymns, which he co-wrote with John Newton, author of Amazing Grace. Cowper also wrote poetry, including “The Negro’s Complaint,” an anti-slavery work, and the 5,000-line “The Task.”
DAVIES, SAMUEL (1723-1761) As an adult, Davies said:
I am a son of prayer, like my namesake, Samuel the prophet, and my mother called me Samuel, because, she said, I have asked him of the Lord.
Davies joined the Presbyterian Church at age 15. He became a licensed Presbyterian minister in 1746. The next year he was licensed as an evangelist and sent to Virginia. A court in Williamsburg granted him a license as a dissenting minister, the first such license given in the colony of Virginia.
Davies’ wife and son died in 1747, and in 1748 he accepted a call to begin a ministry in Hanover County, Virginia. Like the Wesleys, he traveled throughout his pastorate by horseback. He preached to thousands, including the slaves. He became so well known that King George II of England invited him to preach at the royal chapel when he and Gilbert Tennent were in England raising funds for the College of New Jersey. During that sermon, Davies reportedly stopped and spoke directly to an astonished George II:
When the lion roars, all the animals in the jungle fall silent; and when the Lord speaks, the kings of the earth shut their mouths.
In 1759, Davies accepted a call to become president of the College of New Jersey (later renamed to Princeton University). He served in that position until his death 18 months later.
PIGOTT, JEAN SOPHIA (1845-1882) Pigott was the first child of William Wellesley Pole Pigott and Lucy Henrietta Trench. Her brother, Thomas Wellesley Pigott, a missionary in China, was murdered in the 1901 Boxer Rebellion. Jean contributed some hymns to Hymns of Consecration and Faith. 



LYTE, HENRY FRANCIS (1793-1847) Orphaned at an early age, Lyte attended Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland, distinguishing himself in English poetry. In 1815, he was ordained, and served a number of parishes in Ireland and western England. However, for most of his career, he was pastor at All Saints Church in Lower Brixham, Devonshire, England. 
NEUMARK, GEORG (1621-1681)Neumark was educated at the Gymnasiums in Schleusingen and Gotha. He received his certificate of dimission from the latter in September 1641. He left Gotha in the autumn of 1641, along with a number of merchants going to the Michaelmas Fair at Leipzig. He then joined a similar party going from Leipzig to Lübeck, planning to proceed to Königsberg and enroll at the university there. After passing through Magdeburg, they were attacked by bandits on the Gardelegen Heath, who robbed Neumark of all he had with him, except his prayer book and a little money sewed up in his clothes. He returned to Magdeburg, but could not find a job there, nor in Lüneburg, Winsen, or Hamburg, to which in succession the friends he made passed him on. In the beginning of December he went to Kiel, where he found a friend in Nicolaus Becker, a fellow Thuringian and then chief pastor at Kiel. Day after day passed without an opening, till about the end of the month the tutor in the family of judge Stephan Henning fell into disgrace and fled from Kiel. On Becker’s recommendation, Neumark got the job, and this sudden end of his anxieties was the occasion of the writing of his hymn Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten.
Neumark passed the time happily in the Henning home until he had saved enough to proceed to Königsberg, where he enrolled June 21, 1643, as a law student. He remained five years, also studying poetry under Dach and maintaining himself as a family tutor. During this time (in 1646) he again lost all his belongings, this time by fire. In 1648 he left Königsberg, was for a short time in Warsaw, and spent 1649-50 at Thorn. He was then in Danzig, and September 1651 in Hamburg. By the end of 1651 he had returned to Thuringia, and was noticed by Duke Wilhelm II of Sachse-Weimar, the president of the Fruitbearing Society, the principal German literary organization in the 17th Century. The Duke, apparently in 1652, appointed Neumark as court poet, librarian, and registrar of the administration at Weimar; and finally secretary of the Ducal Archives. In September 1653 Neumark was admitted as a member of the Fruitbearing Society, of which he became secretary in 1656. In 1679, Neumark also became a member of the Pegnitz Order. In 1681, he went blind, but was permitted to keep his posts until he died. 
MARTIN, CIVILLA DURFEE (1866-1948) I was confined to a sick bed in a Bible school in Lestershire, New York. My husband was spending several weeks at the school, mak­ing a songbook for the president of the school. “God Will Take Care of You” was written one Sunday afternoon while my hus­band went to a preaching appointment. When he returned I gave the words to him. He immediately sat down to his lit­tle Bilhorn organ and wrote the music. That even­ing he and two of the teachers sang the completed song. It was then printed in the songbook he was compiling for the school.
The song Be Not Dismayed is credited for transforming the life of James Cash Penney, founder of the American department store chain J. C. Penney. He heard it one morning in the chapel of the Kellogg Sanitarium in Battle Creek, Michigan, where he had been hospitalized with a severe case of shingles, as well as exhaustion and depression.
HOFFMAN, ELISHA ALBRIGHT (1839-1929) A minister’s son, Hoffman attended Union Seminary in New Berlin, Pennsylvania, and was ordained in 1868. Afterward, he worked with the Evangelical Association’s publishing arm in Cleveland, Ohio for 11 years. He pastored in Cleveland and Grafton, Ohio, in the 1880s; at the First Presbyterian Church in Benton Harbor, Michigan, around the turn of the century; and in Cabery, Illinois (1911-1922). In his lifetime, he wrote over 2,000 Gospel songs. 
MILTON, JOHN (1608-1674) English poet, b. London, one of the greatest poets of the English language. The son of a wealthy scrivener, Milton was educated at St. Paul's School and Christ's College, Cambridge. While Milton was at Cambridge he wrote poetry in both Latin and English, including the ode "On the Morning of Christ's Nativity" (1629). 












