AUTHOR BIO’S: In order of days not in alphabetical order, repeat authors like Isaac Watts etc are not repeated.
WOOSTON, C. HERBERT (1856-1927) A Baptist minister, Woolston lived with his wife Agnes in East Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1880; and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1900, 1910 & 1920. 
OLIVERS, THOMAS (1725-1799) Both of Olivers’ parents died when he was young, so he did not receive thorough religious training as a child. Fortunately, he heard a sermon by G. Whitefield which eventually led him to Christ. After his conversion, he joined the Methodist Society at Bradford-on-Avon. It was through that organization that he first met John Wesley, and joined his evangelistic efforts, mostly in Cornwall. For some time, Olivers co-edited the Arminian Magazine. He also wrote an elegy upon the death of John Wesley.
MONTGOMERY, JAMES (1771-1854) In 1794, Gales left England to avoid political prosecution. Montgomery took the Sheffield Register in hand, changed its name to the Sheffield Iris, and continued to edit it for 32 years. During the next two years he was imprisoned twice, first for reprinting a song in commemoration of the fall of the Bastille, then for giving an account of a riot in Sheffield.
The editing of his paper, the composition and publication of his poems and hymns, the delivery of lectures on poetry in Sheffield and at the Royal Institution, London, and the advocacy of foreign missions and the Bible Society, gave great variety, but very little of stirring incident in his life, though he did find time to write 400 hymns. In 1833, Montgomery received a royal pension of £200 per year. 
HAVERGAL, FRANCES RIDLEY (1836-1879) Daughter of William Havergal, Frances was a bright but short lived candle in English hymnody. She was baptized by hymnist John Cawood, was reading by age four, and began writing verse at age seven. She learned Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and memorized the Psalms, the book of Isaiah, and most of the New Testament. 
SPAFFORD, HORATIO GATES (1828-1888) Spafford and his wife had a consistent history of acting on their faith. After the great Chicago fire of 1871, they devoted countless hours to helping the survivors. In 1881, they moved to Jerusalem (taking two daughters born after the shipwreck tragedy) and helped found a group called the American Colony; its mission was to serve the poor. The colony later became the subject of the Nobel prize winning Jerusalem, by Swedish novelist Selma Lagerlöf.
TWELLS, HENRY (1823-1900) Twells attended Peterhouse College, Cambridge, and became Curate at Berkhamsted and Sub-Vicar at Stratford-on-Avon. In 1856, he became headmaster of Godolphin School, Hammersmith, London. He became Vicar of Waltham-on-the-Wolds, Leicestershire, in 1871, and Canon of Peterborough in 1884. After retiring to Bournemouth, he helped at St Stephen’s, and built and partly endowed St. Augustine’s Church.
WESLEY, CHARLES (1707-1788) Wesley wrote over 6,000 hymns; as with most hymnists, his works were frequently altered. In the preface to the 1779 Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People called Methodists, his brother John wrote:
I beg leave to mention a thought which has been long upon my mind, and which I should long ago have inserted in the public papers, had I not been unwilling to stir up a nest of hornets. Many gentlemen have done my brother and me (though without naming us) the honour to reprint many of our hymns. Now they are perfectly welcome to do so, provided they print them just as they are. But I desire they would not attempt to mend them, for they are really not able. None of them is able to mend either the sense or the verse. Therefore, I must beg of them these two favours: either to let them stand just as they are, to take things for better or worse, or to add the true reading in the margin, or at the bottom of the page, that we may no longer be accountable either for the nonsense or for the doggerel of other men.
In addition to hymn writing, Charles and John founded the movement which became the Methodist denomination.
WATTS, ISAAC (1674-1748) Watts preached his first sermon at age 24. In the next three years, he preached frequently, and in 1702 was ordained as pastor of the Independent congregation in Mark Lane. At that time he moved into the house of a Mr. Hollis in the Minories. His health began to fail the next year, and Samuel Price was appointed as his assistant in the ministry. In 1712, a fever shattered his constitution, and Price became co-pastor of the congregation, which had moved to a new chapel in Bury Street. It was at this time that Isaac became the guest of Sir Thomas Abney. He lived with Abney (and later Abney’s widow) the rest of his life, mainly at Theobalds in Hertfordshire, then for 13 years at Stoke Newington.
 “K” in Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787 - In Rippon’s book are found the hymns Majestic Sweetness Sits Enthroned, by Samuel Stennett, and How Firm a Foundation. The author of the latter is not named, but it is ascribed to “K” or “Kn.” It is possible that this is a reference to Robert Keene, the music director in Dr. Rippon’s church. The hymn was originally called Exceeding Great and Precious Promises. Each stanza but the first is a versified quotation of Scripture passages giving assurance to the believer.
MCAFEE, CLELAND BOYD (1866-1944) McAfee was at Park College, Parkville, Missouri, for almost 20 years, where he was the chair of Christian Philosophy, and college chaplain and choir director. He was also on the faculty at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago (1912-30), pastored in Fulton, Missouri; Chicago, Illinois; and Brooklyn, New York, directed the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions (1930-36), and served as Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in America.

LYTE, HENRY FRANCIS (1793-1847) Orphaned at an early age, Lyte attended Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland, distinguishing himself in English poetry. In 1815, he was ordained, and served a number of parishes in Ireland and western England. However, for most of his career, he was pastor at All Saints Church in Lower Brixham, Devonshire, England. 
SHEPHERD, THOMAS (1665-1739) Son of William Shepherd, sometime Vicar of Tilbrook, Bedfordshire, Thomas was ordained an Anglican priest, serving first at St. Neots, then in Buckinghamshire. He later left the Church of England, and in 1694 became pastor of the Independent Castle Hill Baptist Meeting, Northampton (Philip Doddridge later served there, as well). In 1700 he moved to Bocking, Essex, preaching in a barn for several years before a chapel could be built. He served there the rest of his life.
BEHM, MARTIN (1557-1622) Martin was the son of Hans Behm, town overseer of Lauban. In 1574, during a protracted famine, Dr. Paul Fabricius, royal physician in Vienna and a distant relative, took Martin to Vienna, where he worked as a private tutor for two years. He then went to Straßburg, where he was befriended by Johann Sturm, Rector of the newly founded university there. Returning home at his mother’s request after his father’s death in 1580, he was appointed assistant in the town school, and on September 20, was ordained diaconus of the Holy Trinity Church. After the senior pastor was promoted to Breslau, the Town Council kept the post nominally vacant for two years, then made Behm senior pastor in June 1586. He held the position 36 years, renowned as a preacher and faithful pastor through troubled times: famine in 1590, pestilence in 1613, war in 1619. A prolific author, he wrote about 480 hymns.
LUTHER, MARTIN (1483-1546) Martin Luther’s father owned a copper mine in nearby Mansfeld. Having risen from the peasantry, his father was determined to see his son ascend to civil service and bring further honor to the family. To that end, Hans sent young Martin to schools in Mansfeld, Magdeburg and Eisenach. At the age of seventeen in 1501 he entered the University of Erfurt. The young student received his Bachelor's degree after just one year in 1502! Three years later, in 1505, he received a Master's degree. According to his father's wishes, Martin enrolled in the law school of that university. All that changed during a thunderstorm in the summer of 1505. A lightening bolt struck near to him as he was returning to school. Terrified, he cried out, "Help, St. Anne! I'll become a monk!" Spared of his life, but regretting his words, Luther kept his bargain, dropped out of law school and entered the monastery there.
SMYTTAN, GEORGE HUNT (1822-1870) Son of Dr. Smyttan of the Bombay Medical Board, Smyttan was educated at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge (BA 1845). He took Holy Orders in 1848, and served as Rector of Hawksworth, Nottinghamshire, England (1850-1859)
LATHBURY, MARY ARTEMISIA (1841-1913) Daughter of a Methodist minister, Lathbury studied art in Worcester, Massachusetts, and taught art and French at the Newbury Academy, Vermont, and in New York. She contributed pieces to St. Nicholas, Harper’s Young People, and Wide Awake. She was associated with the Chautauqua Movement near Chautauqua, New York, and was known as the poet laureate of Chautauqua. Regarding her talent for art and verse, she said that one day she heard a voice she believed was God, saying:
Remember, my child, that you have a gift of weaving fancies into verse and a gift with the pencil of producing visions that come to your heart; consecrate these to Me as thoroughly as you do your inmost spirit.
HERNAMAN, CLAUDIA FRANCES (1838-1898) Claudia’s father was an Anglican priest, and her husband a minister and school inspector. She took an avid interest in children’s religious education, and some of her translations of Latin hymns were specifically for children. 
WEBB, BENJAMIN (1819-1885) Webb was educated at St. Paul’s School, and at Trinity College, Cambridge (BA 1842, MA 1845). Ordained by the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, he was assistant Curate at Kemerton, Gloucestershire (1843-44); of Christ Church, St. Pancras (1847-49); and Brasted, Kent (1849-51). He became PC of Sheen, Staffordshire (1851); Vicar of St. Andrews, Wells Street, London (1862); Prebend of Portpool, in St. Paul’s Cathedral (1881).
Webb was one of the founders of the Cambridge Camden, afterward the Ecclesiological Society; and editor of the Ecclesiologist (1842-1868), as well as the General Editor of the Society’s publications. His first appearance in print was as joint editor of Bishop Montague’s Articles of Inquiry in 1841.
BONAR, HORATIUS (1808-1889) Bonar has been called the prince of Scottish hymn writers. After graduating from the University of Edinburgh, he was ordained in 1838, and became pastor of the North Parish, Kelso. He joined the Free Church of Scotland after the Disruption of 1843, and for a while edited the church’s The Border Watch. Bonar remained in Kelso for 28 years, after which he moved to the Chalmers Memorial church in Edinburgh, where he served the rest of his life. Bonar wrote more than 600 hymns. At a memorial service following his death, his friend, Rev. E. H. Lundie, said:
His hymns were written in very varied circumstances, sometimes timed by the tinkling brook that babbled near him; sometimes attuned to the ordered tramp of the ocean, whose crested waves broke on the beach by which he wandered; sometimes set to the rude music of the railway train that hurried him to the scene of duty; sometimes measured by the silent rhythm of the midnight stars that shone above him.
BAKEWELL, JOHN (1721-1819) At age 18, Bakewell read Boston’s Fourfold State, which turned his heart to God. He became an ardent evangelist, and in 1744 (the year of the first Methodist Conference) he began to preach. He moved to London shortly after, where he met the Wesleys, Augustus Toplady, J. Fletcher, and other notables of the time. After conducting the Greenwich Royal Park Academy for some years, he resigned in favor of his son-in-law, James Egan, and began spending much of his time preaching for the Wesleyans.
NICOLAI, PHILIPP (1556-1608) Son of a Lutheran clergyman, Nicolai studied theology at the Universities of Erfurt and Wittenberg from about 1575 to 1579. He then became pastor in Herdecke an der Ruhr, but was driven out by Spanish Counter-Reformation mercenary troops during the religious war. He moved to Köln (Cologne), a thoroughly Catholic city, and was a preacher of the Lutheran congregations, who at that time met secretly in houses.
In 1588, Nicolai became Hofprediger (Court Preacher) and teacher of the Count of Waldeck in Wildungen, Hessen. In 1596, he became a pastor in Unna, Westphalia. During his Unna years, plague killed hundreds of his parishioners. For consolation, Nicolai wrote his book Freudenspiegel des ewigen Lebens (Joyous Mirror of Eternal Life), edited in 1599. His two most famous hymns were published in that work.
WORDSWORTH, CHRISTOPHER (1807-1885) Nephew of poet William Wordsworth, Christopher was both a scholar and athlete in his student days. Later, he served as headmaster of Harrow Boys School (1836-1850), which Winston Churchill would attend a century or so later. Wordsworth was also Vicar at Stanford-in-the-Vale, Berkshire (1850-1869), and Archdeacon of Westminster, and became Bishop of Lincoln in 1868. A recognized Greek scholar, he also wrote theological and other works. Of his hymns, he said, “It is the first duty of a hymn to teach sound doctrine and thence to save souls.”
BERG, CAROLINE SANDELL (1832-1903) On web as Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg, Lina was the daughter of Jonas Sandell, pastor of the Lutheran church in Fröderyd. At age 26, she accompanied her father on a boat trip across Lake Vättern to Göteborg, during which he fell overboard and drowned before her eyes. The tragedy profoundly affected Lina and reportedly inspired her to write hymns. Known as the Fanny Crosby of Sweden, she wrote 650 hymns. She married Stockholm merchant C. O. Berg in 1867, but continued to initial her hymns L. S.
SKOOG, ANDREW L. (1856-1934) Skoog was born in Sweden on December 17, 1856. His family moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, when he was twelve. He only had a sixth grade education, but edited seven hymnals, and wrote a textbook on music theory. He died on October 30, 1934 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
SCHUTZ, JOHANN JAKOB (1640-1690) After studying at Tübingen (where he became a licentiate in civil and canon law), Schütz began to practice law in Frankfurt, and in later years with the title of Rath. He seems to have been a man of considerable legal learning and piety. He left the Lutheran church sometime after 1685.
COX, FRACES ELIZABETH (1812-1897) Francis Elizabeth Cox was born May 10, 1812, at Oxford, England, daughter of Mr. George V. Cox. She was among the important English translators of the nineteenth century and a member of the Anglican Church. Together with Catherine Winkworth, she was among the first to rediscover and translate German hymns into English. Her 1841 publication, Sacred Hymns from the German, contained 49 translations, together with the original German lyrics and notes on the German authors; it received favorable reviews from both Protestant and Catholic publications. This volume also included the well-known "Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above." The translation was also published simultaneously in Lyra Eucharistica and Sacred Hymns from the German, 1864. It was introduced in the U.S. in the Lutheran Church Book, 1868.	
CROSBY, FANNY JANE (1820-1915) Fanny Crosby was probably the most prolific hymnist in history. Though blinded by an incompetent doctor at six weeks of age, she wrote over 8,000 hymns. About her blindness, she said:
It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.
In her lifetime, Fanny Crosby was one of the best known women in the United States. To this day, the vast majority of American hymnals contain her work.












