December Hymn Author Bio’s:

BOWING, JOHN(1792-1872) At age 33, Bowring became editor of the Westminster Review. An accomplished linguist, it has been said he was fluent in over 20 languages and could speak 80 more; he was known for his translations of Dutch poetry. He was also one of the preeminent British statesmen of his day: Commissioner to France, Consul at Canton, Minister Plenipotentiary to China, Governor of Hong Kong, and twice a member of Parliament. Queen Victoria knighted him in 1854.

WESLEY, CHARLES (1707-1788) was an English leader of the Methodist movement, son of Anglican clergyman and poet Samuel Wesley, the younger brother of Anglican clergyman John Wesley and Anglican clergyman Samuel Wesley (the Younger), and father of musician Samuel Wesley, and grandfather of musician Samuel Sebastian Wesley. Despite their closeness, Charles and his brother John did not always agree on questions relating to their beliefs. In particular, Charles was strongly opposed to the idea of a breach with the Church of England into which they had been ordained. Charles Wesley is chiefly remembered for the many hymns he wrote. He ministered for part of his life in The New Room Chapel in Bristol. His house, located nearby, can still be visited today. 
MONTGOMERY, JAMES (1771-1854) When Montgomery was five years old, his family moved to the Moravian settlement at Gracehill, near Ballymena, County Antrim. Two years later, he was sent to the Fulneck Seminary in Yorkshire. He left Fulneck in 1787 to work in a shop in Mirfield, near Wakefield. Soon tiring of that, he secured a similar position at Wath, near Rotherham, only to find it as unsuitable as his previous job. A trip to London, hoping to find a publisher for his youthful poems, ended in failure. In 1792, he gladly left Wath for Sheffield to be assistant to Mr. Gales, auctioneer, bookseller, and printer of the Sheffield Register. In 1794, Gales left England to avoid political prosecution. Montgomery took the Sheffield Register in hand, changed its name to the Sheffield Iris, and continued to edit it for 32 years. During the next two years he was imprisoned twice, first for reprinting a song in commemoration of the fall of the Bastille, then for giving an account of a riot in Sheffield.
The editing of his paper, the composition and publication of his poems and hymns, the delivery of lectures on poetry in Sheffield and at the Royal Institution, London, and the advocacy of foreign missions and the Bible Society, gave great variety, but very little of stirring incident in his life, though he did find time to write 400 hymns. In 1833, Montgomery received a royal pension of £200 per year.
COFFIN, HENRY S. (1877-1954) was president of the Union Theological Seminary, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church USA, and one of the most famous ministers in the U.S. He was also one of the translators of the popular hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel, along with John Mason Neale.
NEALE, JOHN MASON (1818-1866) We know John Mason Neale (1818-1866) today as a hymnographer, the translator or adapter of ancient and medieval hymns. It is by the hymns below and similar hymns that most of us know Neale, if we know him at all. But Neale’s achievements in other areas as well deserve our recognition.
      Never in his lifetime was Neale adequately appreciated in his own church. Neale’s Doctor of Divinity degree was conferred by Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, in 1860. At Neale’s funeral the highest ranking clergymen were Orthodox. Neale could never have guessed how much he accomplished for the church and for generations of Christians who would sing the hymns he gave them.
LUTHER, MARTIN (1483-1546) Martin Luther, one of the world’s most influential religious reformers, spent much of his life studying, working and evolving in Thuringia. He first came to Thuringia for schooling in Eisenach. Thuringia's capital, Erfurt, became the intellectual home of the young Martin Luther. He registered as a student at Erfurt University more than 500 years ago and gained a Master's Degree in the Faculty of Arts in 1505. His home during this time, the Augustinian Monastery, is both Luther memorial and unique conference venue today.
After being banned by the Pope, Luther was taken to Wartburg Castle for refuge and here he began and fulfilled his greatest cultural achievement – the translation of the New Testament from Greek into German.
WINKWORTH, CATHERINE (1827-1878) Winkworth spent most of her life in Manchester, England. The notable exception was the year she spent in Dresden, Germany. Around 1854, she published Lyra Germanica, containing numerous German hymns translated into English. She went on to publish another series of German hymns in 1858. In 1863, she came out with The Chorale Book for England, and in 1869, Christian Singers of Germany. More than any other single person, she helped bring the German chorale tradition to the English speaking world.
ELLIOTT, EMILY ELIZABETH STEELE (1836-1879) Emily’s father was Edward Bishop Elliott, Rector of St. Mark’s Church in Brighton, and her aunt was hymnist Charlotte Elliott, who wrote Just As I Am. For six years, Emily served as editor of The Church Missionary Juvenile Instructor.
MOULTRIE, GERALD (1829-1885) Moultrie was educated at Rugby and Exeter College, Oxford (BA 1851, MA 1856). Taking Holy Orders, he became Third Master and Chaplain in Shrewsbury School; Chaplain to the Dowager Marchioness of Londonderry, 1855-59; curate of Brightwaltham, 1859; and of Brinfield, Berkshire, 1860; Chaplain of the Donative of Barrow Gurney, Bristol, 1864; Vicar of Southleigh, 1869; and Warden of St. James’ College, Southleigh, 1873. Moultrie wrote hymns as well as translating hymns to English from their original language.
ROSETTI, CHRISTINA G. (1830-1894) Rossetti came from a well known literary and artistic family. Her father, Gabriele Rossetti, in political exile in England, was a professor of Italian at King’s College in London. Her brothers Dante Gabriel and William Michael were among the founders of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, which gave birth to the 19th Century English art movement of the same name. The Pre-Raphaelites, for whom Christina was a frequent model, also included Edward Burne-Jones, William Holman Hunt, Ford Madox Brown, John Everett Millais, William Morris, John Ruskin and James McNeill Whistler. Her family friends included Charles Dodgson (better known by his pseudonym Lewis Carroll), author of Alice in Wonderland.
Rossetti published three books of poetry (mostly religious), and four books of devotions.
PRUDENTIUS, AURELIUS CLEMENS (c.348-413) Prudentius (whose name is sometimes shown with a prefix of Marcus), was evidently born into the upper class. After working as a lawyer, he served a judge. At age 57, he retired and began to write sacred poetry.
CASWALL, EDWARD (1814-1878) Caswall was the son of Robert Clarke Caswall, Vicar of Yateley. He attended Chigwell Grammar School, Marlborough School, and Brasenose College, Oxford, where he graduated with honors. Before leaving Oxford, he published, under the pseudonym of Scriblerus Redivivus, The Art of Pluck, in imitation of Aristotle, a satire on the ways of the careless college student.
In 1838, Caswall was ordained as a deacon, and 1839 as an Anglican priest. In 1840 he became perpetual curate at Stratford-sub-Castle near Salisbury. By 1847, though, he had switched to Roman Catholicism and went to the Oratory of St. Philip Neri at Edgbaston, where he did most of his hymn work. Caswall is best remembered as a translator of ancient hymns, though he also wrote original lyrics. 
ALEXANDER, CECIL FRANCES (1818-1895) Alexander’s husband was William Alexander, bishop of Derry and Raphoe, and later the Anglican primate for Ireland. Cecil and her sister founded a school for the deaf, and she set up the Girls’ Friendly Society in Londonderry. Cecil Alexander wrote about 400 hymns in her lifetime. She wrote a series of hymns to teach children the Apostle’s Creed – Once in Royal David’s City, teaches about the phrase “conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.”
TATE, NAHUM (1625-1715) Tate graduated from Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland. He was a distinguished playwright and in 1692, became Britain’s poet laureate.
WADE, JOHN FRANCIS (1711-1786) A Catholic layman, Wade fled the Jacobite rebellion in 1745, settling in Douay, France. He taught music and copied plain chant and hymn manuscripts for private use.
OAKELEY, FREDERICK (1802-1880) Oakeley’s father was Charles Oakeley, governor of Madras. Frederick attended Christ Church, Oxford, and took Holy Orders in 1828. In 1832, he became prebendary of Lichfield Cathedral; in 1837, he began preaching at Whitehall, and at Margaret Street Chapel, London, in 1839. In 1845, he switched from the Church of England to Roman Catholicism; he became canon at Westminster Cathedral in 1852. For many years he worked among the poor of Westminster. His poetry collections include Lyra Liturgica: Reflections in Verse for Holy Days and Seasons (1865).
SEARS, EDMUND HAMILTON (1810-1876) Sears attended Union College in Schenectady, New York, and Harvard Divinity School. He served at Unitarian churches in Wayland, Lancaster, and Weston, Massachusetts. He also helped edit the Monthly Religious Magazine.
CHADWICK, JAMES (1813-1882) Chadwick attended Ushaw College, Durham, where he was ordained in 1836, and successively became Professor and President. In 1866, he became the Roman Catholic Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle.
BROOKS, PHILLIPS (1835-1893) Brooks has been called the greatest American preacher of the 19th Century. He attended the Boston Latin School, Harvard University (where Phillips Brooks House was named after him) and Episcopal Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia. He became an Episcopal priest in 1860, and became Rector of the Church of the Advent, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was known for his support of freeing the slaves and allowing former slaves to vote. In 1869, he became Rector of Trinity Church in Boston. In 1872, he helped design the Trinity Church building, which today stands in Boston’s Back Bay. In 1891, he became Episcopal bishop of Massachusetts.
WHITEFIELD, GEORGE (1714-1770) Whitefield was an astounding preacher from the beginning. Though he was slender in build, he stormed in the pulpit as if he were a giant. Within a year it was said that "his voice startled England like a trumpet blast." At a time when London had a population of less than 700,000, he could hold spellbound 20,000 people at a time at Moorfields and Kennington Common. For thirty-four years his preaching resounded throughout England and America. In his preaching ministry he crossed the Atlantic thirteen times and became known as the 'apostle of the British empire.'
DIX, WILLIAM CHATTERTON (1837-1898) Dix’ father, a surgeon, wrote a biography of poet Thomas Chatterton, and gave his son his middle name in his honor. Young William attended the Bristol Grammar School. Later, he managed a marine insurance company in Glasgow, Scotland, but his heart was in the poetry of worship. He wrote more than 40 hymns over the course of his life.
MOHR, JOSEF (1792-1848) After his ordination on August 21, 1815, by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Salzburg, Mohr was successively assistant at Ramsau and Laufen; then coadjutor at Kuchl, Golling, Vigaum, Adnet, and Authering; then Vicar-Substitute at Hof and Hintersee—all in the diocese of Salzburg. In 1828 he was appointed vicar at Hintersee, and in 1837 at Wagrein, near St. Johann.
YOUNG, JOHN FREEMAN (1820-1885) Young attended Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut; Wesleyan Seminary, Readfield, Maine; and the Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria, Virginia. Ordained a Protestant Episcopal minister, he served in Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana, and New York, and became the second bishop of Florida in 1867
WATTS, ISAAC (1674-1748) Watts left the Academy at age 20 and spent two years at home; it was during this period that he wrote the bulk of his Hymns and Spiritual Songs. They were sung from manuscripts in the Southampton Chapel, and published 1707-1709.    
       The next six years of his life were again spent at Stoke Newington, working as tutor to the son of eminent Puritan John Hartopp. The intense study of these years is reflected in the theological and philosophical material he subsequently published.

MCFARLAND, JOHN THOMAS (1851-1913) McFarland was educated at Simpson College, Iowa Wesleyan University, and the Boston University School of Theology. He pastored in Iowa, Illinois, Rhode Island, New York, and Kansas. He also served as Secretary of the Board of Sunday Schools in New York City, secretary of the Sunday School Union, and editor of Sunday school materials for the Methodist Episcopal Church.

HANBY, BENJAMIN RUSSELL (1833-1867) Son of a United Brethren minister, Hanby attended Otterbein University in Westerville, Ohio. Upon graduation, he worked for the college, then served as principal of an academy in Seven Mile, Ohio. He later pastored in Lewisburg and New Paris, then went on to work for music publishers John Church Company (Cincinnati, Ohio) and Root and Cady (Chicago, Illinois). He wrote over five dozen songs, many of which appeared in the quarterly Our Song Birds.
One of Hanby’s best known secular songs is Darling Nelly Gray (MIDI, NWC, PDF). He wrote the song while attending Otterbein College, in response to the plight of a runaway slave named Joseph Selby (or Shelby). Hanby’s father, Bishop William Hanby, a United Brethren minister active in the Underground Railroad, was trying to raise money to free Selby’s beloved.
DECIUS, NIKOLAUS (1490-1541) A graduate of the University of Leipzig (BA 1506), Decius became a monk, and was in 1519 Probst of the cloister at Steterburg, near Wolfenbüttel. Inclining to Martin Luther’s positions, he left Steterburg in July, 1522, and went to Brunswick, where he was appointed a master in the St. Katherine and Egidien School. In 1523, he was invited by the burgesses of Stettin to work there as an evangelical preacher, along with Paulus von Rhode. He became preacher at the Church of St. Nicholas; was probably instituted by the town council in 1256, when von Rhode was instituted at St. Jacob’s; and at the visitation in 1535 was recognized as pastor of St. Nicholas.
WORK, JOHN W. II (1872-1925) Son of a church choir director, Work graduated from Fisk University (AB 1895, MA 1898). He taught Latin and Greek at Fisk, becoming chairman of the Latin & History Departments in 1906. From 1923 until his death, he served as president of Roger Williams University in Nashville, Tennessee.Work was a pioneer in collecting, performing, and preserving African-American folk music. 
HUTCHINSON, ALBERT H. (n.d.) Nothing on the web.
DOWNTON, HENRY  (1818-1885) Downton was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge (BA 1840, MA 1843). Taking Holy Orders in 1843, he became Curate of Bembridge, Isle of Wight (1843), and of Holy Trinity, Cambridge (1847). In 1849, he became the incumbent at St. John’s in Chatham. He went to Geneva, Switzerland, as English Chaplain in 1847, and was appointed Rector of Hopton in 1873. He was also for some time Domestic Chaplain to Lord Monson.
Downtown’s hymns were mainly contributed to the Church of England magazine, A. T. Russell’s Psalms and Hymns (1851), Barry’s Psalms and Hymns (1862), and the Sunday Magazine. In 1873, he collected these and published them as Hymns and Verses; his translations from the French of Alexandre Vinet are also in the volume. 
