AUTHOR BIO’S – SEPTEMBER

BAKER, THEODORE (1851-1934) Baker studied music in Germany, where he received his PhD degree at the University of Leipzig (his doctoral dissertation was on the music of the Seneca Indians). Later he worked as literary editor for the G. Schirmer Music Company (1892-1926) and wrote the Biographical Dictionary of Musicians (1900).

BURTON, JOHN (1773-1822) A Baptist layman, Burton wrote a number of hymns, and helped compile the Nottingham Sunday School Union Hymn Book in 1810; this hymnal went through 20 editions over the next half century.

NEWTON, JOHN (1725-1809) Newton’s mother died when he was seven years old. At age 11, with but two years schooling and only a rudimentary knowledge of Latin, he went to sea with his father. Life at sea was filled with wonderful escapes, vivid dreams, and a sailor’s recklessness. He grew into a godless and abandoned man. He was once flogged as a deserter from the navy, and for 15 months lived, half starved and ill treated, as a slave in Africa.
A chance reading of Thomas à Kempis sowed the seed of his conversion. It was accelerated by a night spent steering a waterlogged ship in the face of apparent death. He was then 23 years old. Over the next six years, during which he commanded a slave ship, his faith matured. He spent the next nine years mostly in Liverpool, studying Hebrew and Greek and mingling with Whitefield, Wesley, and the Nonconformists. He was eventually ordained, and became curate at Olney, Buckinghamshire, in 1764. 
SMALL, JAMES GRINDLAY (1817-1888) Small attended the University of Edinburgh, studied divinity under Dr. Chalmers, and in 1834 joined the Free Church of Scotland. In 1847 he became minister of the Free Church at Bervie, near Montrose.

GRIMES, EMILY MAY (1868-1927) Nothing on the Web for Emily May Grimes.

MONSELL, JOHN SAMUEL BEWLEY (1811-1875) Monsell, son of the archdeacon of Londonderry, Ireland, attended Trinity College in Dublin, and was ordained in 1834. In 1853, he was assigned to a post in England. He was Vicar of Egham, Surrey, until 1870, and Rector at St. Nicholas’, Guildford, until 1875, when he was killed by a fall from the roof of the church while it was being rebuilt. His 11 volumes of poetry encompass almost 300 hymns.
BARING-GOULD, SABINE (1834-1924) Baring-Gould had one of the most brilliant, eclectic minds of Victorian England. Born into the landed gentry, he attended schools in Germany and France, then went to Clare College at Cambridge. He learned six languages, entered the ministry at age 30, and pastored in Yorkshire, Essex, and Devonshire.
He also found time to write over 100 books, including 30 novels and a mammoth 16-volume Lives of the Saints. His works cover a huge range of topics: theology, folklore, social commentary, travel & history. One account of his life states, At one point there were more books listed under his name in the British Museum Library than under that of any other English writer. But he was not just an author: He was an archaeologist, architect, artist, teacher & collector of English folk songs. His family estate at Lew Trenchard, near Dartmoor in Devonshire, is now a hotel.
KEN, THOMAS (1637-1711) Ken trained at Winchester and New College, Oxford, and was ordained an Anglican priest in 1662. In 1663, he became Rector of Little Easton, and Rector of Woodhay and Prebendary of Winchester in 1669. He published a Manual of Prayers, for the use of the scholars of Winchester College, in 1674. He was briefly chaplain to Princess Mary, and later to the British fleet. He became Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1685. He was one of several bishops imprisoned in the Tower of London for refusing to sign James II’s Declaration of Indulgence (hoping to restore Catholicism in England); he was tried and acquitted. Ken wrote much poetry, published posthumously in 1721.

BICKERSTETH, EDWARD HENRY (1825-1906) An honor graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge, Bickersteth served as Vicar of Christ Church, Hampstead; Dean of Gloucester; and Bishop of Exeter (1885-1900). He edited three hymnals, and wrote at least 30 hymns of his own.

STEAD, LOUISA M. R. (1850-1917) As a teenager, Stead felt called to be a missionary. She went to America around age 21, and lived for a while in Cincinnati, Ohio. Attending a camp meeting in Urbana, Ohio, she felt the missionary calling even more strongly, but was unable to go to China as she wanted due to her frail health. She married a Mr. Stead in 1875. Tragically, her husband died off Long Island, New York, while trying to rescue a drowning boy.
Around 1880, Stead went to South Africa, and served as a missionary some 15 years. She remarried, to Robert Wodehouse of that country. She returned to America in 1895 to recover her health, but once again went into missions in Rhodesia in 1901. Her daughter Lily (who survived the accident that killed her father) married D. A. Carson and became a missionary like her mother.
HAVERGAL, FRANCES RIDLEY (1836-1879) Daughter of William Havergal, Frances was a bright but short lived candle in English hymnody. She was baptized by hymnist John Cawood, was reading by age four, and began writing verse at age seven. She learned Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and memorized the Psalms, the book of Isaiah, and most of the New Testament.

SYNESIUS OF CYRENE (c.375-430) Known as a statesman and patriot, Synesius was made Bishop of Ptolemaïs by popular demand in 410. He wrote a number of odes, only one of which has come into common usage as a hymn.

CHATFIELD, ALLEN W. (1808-1896) Chatfield was educated at Charterhouse School and Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was Bell’s University Scholar and Members’ Prizeman. He graduated in 1831, winning a first class in classical honors. Taking Holy Orders in 1832, he served as Vicar of Stotfield, Bedfordshire (1833-1847) and Vicar of Much-Marcle, Herefordshire (1847-?).



GLADDEN, WASHINGTON (1836-1918) Gladden’s birth name is variously reported as Solomon Washington Gladden or George Washington Gladden, but he later dropped the first name. His father, a school teacher, died when Washington was a young boy, and the family moved to New York. He married Elizabeth Shores in 1852, and entered the Owego Academy, Tioga County, New York, in 1855, then Williams College in 1859. After working as a newspaper reporter, he became an ordained minister in 1860, and pastored in Brooklyn, New York (1860); Morrisania, New York (1861-66); North Adams, Massachusetts (1866-71); Springfield, Massachusetts (1875-82); and Columbus, Ohio. In Columbus, he was pastor of the First Congregational Church for 32 years. From 1871 to 1875, he was on the editorial staff of the New York Independent, and later, while pastor at Sprintfield, he edited the weekly periodical Sunday Afternoon. 7In 1891, he was a delegate to the international congress of Congregationalists in London. He was also moderator of the Congregational Church in America, helped settle an anthracite coal strike in 1902, and was known as a social reformer.

KELLY, THOMAS (1769-1855) Son of a judge, Kelly attended Trinity College (BA 1789) and planned to be a lawyer. After converting to Christ, though, his career plans changed to the ministry. He became an Anglican priest in 1792, but eventually became one of the famous dissenting ministers. He wrote over 760 hymns.

ORR, JAMES EDWIN (1912-1987) Orr was ordained an American Baptist minister in 1940, attended Northwestern University (MA 1941) and Northern Baptist Seminary (ThD 1943), and served as a chaplain in the U.S. Army Air Corps in the Pacific in World War II. After the war, he continued his schooling, attending Oxford University (PhD 1948) and the University of California at Los Angeles (EdD 1971); he also received honorary degrees from an Indian seminary and the University of South Africa. In 1967 he became a professor in the School of World Missions at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California. He wrote at least six hymns.

HEWITT, ELIZA E. (1851-1920) Pen Name for Lidie H. Edmunds-After graduation from school, Eliza began teaching. However, her career was cut short by a serious spinal problem. She partially recovered, but was an invalid most of her life. She then turned to hymn writing, which ran in the family—her cousin was hymnist Edgar Stites.
Eliza lived all her life in in Philadelphia, where she was Sunday School superintendent at the Northern Home for Friendless Children, and later at the Calvin Presbyterian Church. She was also a regular contributor to Sunday-school Helps.
MERRILL, WILLIAM PIERSON (1867-1954) Merrill was a graduate of Rutgers College (BA 1887, MA 1890) and Union Theological Seminary (BD 1890). He pastored at Presbyterian churches in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Chicago, Illinois; and the Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City (1911-1938).



ROBINSON, ROBERT (1735-1790) Robinson’s widowed mother sent him at age 14 to London, to learn the trade of barber and hair dresser. However, his master found he enjoyed reading more than work. Converted to Christ at age 17, Robinson became a Methodist minister. He later moved to the Baptist church and pastored in Cambridge, England. He wrote a number of hymns, as well as on the subject of theology. His later life was evidently not an easy one, judging from a well known story about his hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. One day, he encountered a woman who was studying a hymnal, and she asked how he liked the hymn she was humming. In tears, he replied, Madam, I am the poor unhappy man who wrote that hymn many years ago, and I would give a thousand worlds, if I had them, to enjoy the feelings I had then.”

ADAMS, SARAH FLOWER (1805-1848) Daughter of journalist and politician Benjamin Flower, she married William Bridges Adams in 1834. She had hoped to be an actress, but God had other plans for her. Her stage career was cut short by poor health (though she did get to play Lady Macbeth in 1837), so she turned to writing. Her works include many magazine articles; a poem about early Christian martyrs called Vivia Perpetua (1841); The Flock at the Fountain (1845), a children’s catechism; and 13 entries in Hymns and Anthems, published in 1841 by minister William Johnson Fox. Adams attended Fox’s South Place Unitarian Church, Finsbury, London.

PRENTISS, ELIZABETH PAYSON (1818-1878) In 1845, Elizabeth married Rev. George Lewis Prentiss (who later became Professor of Theology at Union Seminary in New York City).Elizabeth was an author, In 1856, following the nearly fatal illness of her daughter Minnie, she wrote the hymn "More Love to Thee   Her writings enjoyed renewed popularity in the late 20th century. 
THRUPP, DOROTHY A. (1779-1847) Daughter of Joseph Thrupp of Paddington Green, Dorothy’s hymns appeared in the Friendly Visitor and the Children’s Friend, by Rev. W. Carus Wilson; in the Selection of Hymns and Poetry for the Use of Infant Schools and Nurseries, by Mrs. Herbert Mayo, 1838; and in her Hymns for the Young (1836). In 1836 and 1837 Dorothy also published Thoughts for the Day, in which she embodied many hymns which previously appeared in the Friendly Visitor.
KEBLE, JOHN (1792-1866) Keble was the son of the vicar of Colne. After a brilliant career at Oxford University, he took Holy Orders and became Curate at East Leach and Burthorpe. In 1827, he published The Christian Year: Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays and Holy Days Throughout the Year, which was an instant success. In 1831, Keble became a professor of poetry at Oxford. In 1833, he laid the foundation of the Oxford Movement by delivering his famous Assize Sermon. In 1835, he accepted the vicarage at Hursley, where he stayed the rest of his life.
        Keble was a modest man, and probably thought less of his own work than did the least of his admirers. He once accompanied the vicar of a parish in southern England on his visit to the Sunday School. The superintendent asked Keble to say a few words to the children, who were already acquainted with his hymns, so that they might more easily remember them. Keble demurred, but when the superintendent persisted, said May they sing something? When they finished, his face was beaming as he said:
My dear children, you sang most beautifully in tune; may your whole lives be equally in tune, and then you will sing with the angels in heaven.
BAKER, HENRY WILLIAMS (1821-1877) Baker was the son of Vice Admiral Henry Loraine Baker. He attended Trinity College at Cambridge, was ordained in 1844, and became assistant curate at Great Hockesley, near Colchester, Essex. In 1851, he became Vicar of Monkland Priory Church in Herefordshire, England, where he served most of his life. Upon his father’s death in 1859, Baker assumed the family baronetcy. From 1860 to 1877, he was editor-in-chief of the Anglican Hymns Ancient and Modern, and contributed hymns, tunes, and translations. This historic hymnal sold 60 million copies.
SCRIVEN, JOSHEPH MEDLICOTT (1819-1866) Joseph Scriven was born at Banbridge, Co. Down, Ireland. He graduated from Trinity College, Dublin and embraced the teachings of the Plymouth Brethren. He was known to be eccentric but was a born philanthropist and devoutly religious; he gave freely of what money he had, even his own clothing and his services to all poorer than himself who needed them. He died at Port Hope, Ontario, Canada. 
His fiancée drowned in 1845, the night before they were to be married. The grief-stricken young man moved to Canada. There he again fell in love, was due to be married and the young woman suddenly fell ill of pneumonia and died. He then devoted the rest of his life to helping others.
He wrote a poem to comfort his mother called "Pray Without Ceasing". It was later set to music and renamed by Charles Crozat Converse, becoming the hymn "What a Friend We Have in Jesus".
WATTS, ISAAC (1674-1748) Watts’ father was Nonconformist imprisoned twice for his religious views. Isaac learned Greek, Latin, and Hebrew under Mr. Pinhorn, Rector of All Saints, and headmaster of the Grammar School in Southampton. Isaac’s taste for verse showed itself in early childhood, and his promise caused a local doctor and other friends to offer him a university education, assuming he would be ordained in the Church of England. However, Isaac declined and instead entered a Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690, under the care of Thomas Rowe, pastor of the Independent congregation at Girdlers’ Hall; Isaac joined this congregation in 1693.
      Watts left the Academy at age 20 and spent two years at home; it was during this period that he wrote the bulk of his Hymns and Spiritual Songs. They were sung from manuscripts in the Southampton Chapel, and published 1707-1709.
The next six years of his life were again spent at Stoke Newington, working as tutor to the son of eminent Puritan John Hartopp. The intense study of these years is reflected in the theological and philosophical material he subsequently published.
      Watts preached his first sermon at age 24. In the next three years, he preached frequently, and in 1702 was ordained as pastor of the Independent congregation in Mark Lane. At that time he moved into the house of a Mr. Hollis in the Minories. His health began to fail the next year, and Samuel Price was appointed as his assistant in the ministry. In 1712, a fever shattered his constitution, and Price became co-pastor of the congregation, which had moved to a new chapel in Bury Street. It was at this time that Isaac became the guest of Sir Thomas Abney. He lived with Abney (and later Abney’s widow) the rest of his life, mainly at Theobalds in Hertfordshire, then for 13 years at Stoke Newington.
       In 1728, the University of Edinburgh awarded Watts a Doctor of Divinity degree.



