AUGUST HYMN AUTHOR BIO’S:

HOLMES, OLIVER WENDELL (1809-1894) Son of Congregational minister Abiel Holmes,
Oliver taught anatomy and physiology at Harvard Medical School, where he eventually became 
dean. However, he is perhaps best remembered as an author, and as father of American Supreme
Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. In addition, with James Lowell, he helped found The 
Atlantic Monthly magazine in 1857.

PRUDENTIUS, AURELIUS CLEMENS (348-413) Prudentius (whose name is sometimes 
shown with a prefix of Marcus), was evidently born into the upper class. After working as a law
yer, he served a judge. At age 57, he retired and began to write sacred poetry.

NEALE, JOHN MASON (1818-1866) We know Neale today as a hymnographer, the translator 
or adapter of ancient and medieval hymns. It is by the hymns below and similar hymns that most of us know Neale, if we know him at all. But Neale’s achievements in other areas as well deserve our recognition. Neale held that the hymns of Isaac Watts and other popular composers imparted erroneous doctrine, as well as offending against taste. So in 1842, for example, Neale produced Hymns for Children. However, aside from his carol Good King Wenceslas, it is not Neale’s original compositions that are most widely recognized, but his translations and adaptations of ancient and medieval works, which he worked on throughout his life. The various editions of the annotated hymnal he and his associates prepared—the Hymnal Noted—and his hymns of the Orthodox churches have contributed hymns such as those listed above. It is estimated Neale and his collaborators produced over 400 hymns, sequences and carols.
BAKER, HENRY W. (1821-1877) Baker was the son of Vice Admiral Henry Loraine Baker. He attended Trinity College at Cambridge, was ordained in 1844, and became assistant curate at Great Hockesley, near Colchester, Essex. In 1851, he became Vicar of Monkland Priory Church in Herefordshire, England, where he served most of his life. Upon his father’s death in 1859, Baker assumed the family baronetcy. From 1860 to 1877, he was editor-in-chief of the Anglican Hymns Ancient and Modern, and contributed hymns, tunes, and translations. This historic hymnal sold 60 million copies.
NEANDER, JOACHIM (1650-1680) From 1674-1679, Neander was principal of the Reformed Lateinschule (grammar school) in Düsseldorf. During these years, he used to wander the secluded Düssel River valley, which was, until the 19th Century, a deep ravine between rock faces and forests, with numerous caves, grottos and waterfalls. Probably, Neander wrote and sang many of his poems there, but also held gatherings and services. In the early 19th Century, a large cave was named Neanderhöhle after him. In the mid-19th Century, the cement industry started to quarry the limestone, and the narrow ravine became a wide valley, which was now named the Neander Valley (in German, Neanderthal). The Neanderthal Man was found there in the summer of 1856, giving Joachim the distinction of being the only hymnist with a fossil hominid named after him!

WINKWORTH, CATHERINE (1827-1878) Winkworth spent most of her life in Manchester, England. The notable exception was the year she spent in Dresden, Germany. Around 1854, she published Lyra Germanica, containing numerous German hymns translated into English. She went on to publish another series of German hymns in 1858. In 1863, she came out with The Chorale Book for England, and in 1869, Christian Singers of Germany. More than any other single person, she helped bring the German chorale tradition to the English speaking world.
CARPENTER, WILLIAM BOYD (1841-1918) Educated at St. Catherine’s College, Cambridge (BA 1864), Carpenter was ordained by Archbishop Longley. He cultivated royalty, becoming chaplain to Queen Victoria and Clerk to the Closet of Edward VII and George V. He served as Bishop of Ripon from 1884 -1911. Among other things, he ran his own Clergy School where he gave tuition in preaching; among his pupils was Studdert-Kennedy. Carpenter advocated a national system for old age pensions long before it became practical politics, and founded the Victoria Fund to provide pensions for the clergy.
LATHBURY, MARY ARTEMISIA (1841-1913) Daughter of a Methodist minister, Lathbury studied art in Worcester, Massachusetts, and taught art and French at the Newbury Academy, Vermont, and in New York. She contributed pieces to St. Nicholas, Harper’s Young People, and Wide Awake. She was associated with the Chautauqua Movement near Chautauqua, New York, and was known as the poet laureate of Chautauqua.
DODDRIDGE, PHILIP (1702-1751) Youngest of 20 children, Doddridge attended Kingston Grammar School at St. Albans, and a nonconformist academy in Kibworth, Leicestershire, England. He went on to become one of the dissenting clergy. He was pastor of an independent congregation and tutor of a seminary for dissenting ministers at Northampton from 1739 until his death.
WESLEY, CHARLES (1707-1788) Wesley wrote over 6,000 hymns; as with most hymnists, 
hisworks were frequently altered. In the preface to the 1779 Collection of Hymns for the Use of 
the People called Methodists, his brother John wrote:
I beg leave to mention a thought which has been long upon my mind, and which I should 
long ago have inserted in the public papers, had I not been unwilling to stir up a nest of
hornets. Many gentlemen have done my brother and me (though without naming us) the 
honour to reprint many of our hymns. Now they are perfectly welcome to do so, provided 
they print them just as they are. But I desire they would not attempt to mend them, for 
they are really not able. None of them is able to mend either the sense or the verse. 
Therefore, I must beg of them these two favours: either to let them stand just as they are, 
to take things for better or worse, or to add the true reading in the margin, or at the 
bottom of the page, that we may no longer be accountable either for the nonsense or for 
the doggerel of other men.
In addition to hymn writing, Charles & John founded the movement which became the 
Methodist denomination.


CAWOOD, JOHN (1775-1852) Born to poor parents, Cawood had little formal education as a child, but at age 18 he was engaged in the service of Rev. Mr. Cursham, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire. In 1797, after three years of study under Cursham’s direction, Cawood entered St. Edmund Hall at Oxford. He graduated in 1801, took Holy Orders, and became successively Curate of Ribsford and Dowles, and Incumbent of St. Ann’s Chapel of Ease, Bewdley, Worcestershire. Nine of his 17 hymns appeared in Cotterill’s Selection, 8th edition, 1819. Three others appeared in Lyra Britannica, 1867.
HOW, WILLIAM WALSHAM (1823-1897) Son of a solicitor, How attended Wadham College, Oxford. In 1846, he was ordained an Anglican minister. He served as Curate at Kidderminster, then at Shrewsbury. He then became Rector at Whittington, Shropshire, near the Welsh border. In 1879, he became suffragen Bishop of London. In 1889, he was appointed Bishop of Wakefield, West Yorkshire. He was known for his work with the poor and with industrial workers. He also found time to write over 50 hymns, most of them during his stay in Whittington.
NORTH, FRANK MASON (1850-1935) North received degrees from Wesleyan University, and was ordained a Methodist Episcopal minister in 1872. He pastored in Florida, New York City and Middletown, Connecticut, for two decades. He then edited The Christian City, and served as Secretary of the Church Extension and Missionary Society of New York City, and Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church. From 1916-1920, he was president of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America. He wrote about a dozen hymns.
WARE, HENRY, JR (1794-1843) Son of a Unitarian minister, Ware attended Harvard and became an assistant teacher at Exeter Academy in New Hampshire. In 1815, the Boston Unitarian Association licensed him to preach, and in 1817, he was ordained and became pastor of the Second Church in Boston, Massachusetts. He was Professor of Pulpit Eloquence and Pastoral Care at the Harvard Divinity School, 1829-1842. He also edited the Christian Disciple (later renamed the Christian Examiner), and ran the Society for Religious Improvement at Harvard University (his father was on the faculty there, as well). A two volume Memoir and a four volume Works were published three years after his death.
FAWCETT, JOHN (1740-1817) Fawcett was converted at age 16 under the ministry of George Whitefield. He at first joined the Methodists, but three years later began attending the Baptist Church in Bradford, England. Having begun to preach, he was ordained a Baptist minister at Wainsgate, Yorkshire.
STONE, SAMUEL JOHN (1839-1900) Dwight was a man for all seasons: an ordained Congregational minister, grandson of preacher Jonathan Edwards, personal friend of American President George Washington, and Army chaplain. He began reading the Bible at age four, and secretly learned Latin despite his father’s prohibition. In 1785, he published the 11-volume Conquest of Canaan. In 1787, he received a Doctor of Divinity degree from Princeton University. In 1795, he became president of Yale University (where, like his grandfather Jonathan Edwards, he matriculated at age 13). He helped found the Andover Theological Seminary—the first seminary in New England—in 1809. Dwight died of cancer after serving as president of Yale University for 22 years.
DWIGHT, TIMOTHY (1752-1817) Stone was educated at the Charterhouse, and at Pembroke College, Oxford (BA 1862, MA 1872). After taking Holy Orders, he became Curate of Windsor in 1862, and of St. Paul’s, Haggerston, 1870. In 1874, he succeeded his father, William Stone, at St. Paul’s.
GERHARDT, PAUL (1607-1676) Gerhardt was the son of Christian Gerhardt, Burgermeister 
Of Grafenhaynichen, near Wittenberg. He enrolled at the University of Wittenberg in 1628. In
1655, he married Anna Maria Berthold. He appears to have frequently preached in Berlin in the 
1640’s.
In 1651, Gerhardt was appointed, at the recommendation of the Berlin clergy, Lutheran Probst (chief pastor) at Mittenwalde, near Berlin. In 1657, Gerhardt returned to Berlin as third diaconus of St. Nicholas’ church. However, Gerhardt became involved in the contest between Elector Friedrich Wilhelm (who was of the Reformed Church) and the Lutheran clergy of Berlin; Gerhard was deposed from his office in February 1666, though he still remained in Berlin. In November 1668, he accepted the post of archidiaconus at Lübben an der Spree, was installed in June, 1669, and remained there till his death. The motto on his portrait at Lübben read Theologus in cribro Satanae versatus (a theologian sifted in a sieve).
HART, JOSEPH (1712-1768) Hart resisted Christianity while young, writing the pamphlet The Unreasonableness of Religion, Being Remarks and Animadversions on the Rev. John Wesley’s Sermon on Romans 8:32. However, Hart came to Christ in 1757, becoming an enormously popular preacher and hymn writer. Tens of thousands attended his funeral.
CHISHOLM, THOMAS OBADIAH (1866-1960) Chisholm was educated in a small country school, and became its teacher at age 16. At age 21, he became associate editor of the weekly newspaper, The Franklin Favorite. In 1893, he became a Christian under the ministry of Dr. Henry Clay Morrison. Chisholm moved to Louisville at the persuasion of Morrison and became editor of the Pentecostal Herald. He was ordained a Methodist minister in 1903 and served a brief pastorate at Scottsville, Kentucky. In poor health, he moved his family to a farm near Winona Lake, Indiana. He became an insurance salesman, moving to Vineland, New Jersey, in 1916. He retired in 1953 to the Methodist Home for the Aged in Ocean Grove, New Jersey. Chisholm wrote over 1200 poems, of which 800 were published, and many set to music.
HEWITT, ELIZA EDMUNDS (1851-1920) After graduation from school, Eliza began
teaching. However, her career was cut short by a serious spinal problem. She partially 
recovered, but was an invalid most of her life. She then turned to hymn writing, which ran in the
family—her cousin was hymnist Edgar Stites.

Eliza lived all her life in in Philadelphia, where she was Sunday School superintendent at the 
Northern Home for Friendless Children, and later at the Calvin Presbyterian Church. She was al
so a regular contributor to Sunday-school Helps.

STEPHEN THE SEBAITE  - Saint Stephen the Sabaite (725–796) was a Christian monk from Julis, a district of Gaza. He was a nephew of John of Damascus and spent a half-century in the monastery of Mar Saba.
Towards the end of his life, Stephen, then living in Palestine, reported that various cities, Gaza among them, were laid waste to and depopulated by the Saracens (another name for the Muslim Caliphate under the rule of the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties, referenced in Acta martyrum Sabaitarum, AASS Mart. III, p. 167). On this occasion many monks of St. Sabas met their deaths.
The events of the time are recorded in the writings of Leontius in his book The Life of St. Stephen the Sabaite.
BAXTER, RICHARD (1615-1691) Baxter was educated at Wroexter School, and for a time held the Mastership of the Dudley Grammar School. On taking Holy Orders, he became curate of Kidderminster in 1640. Subsequently, he was for some time chaplain to one of Cromwell’s regiments. Through weakness he had to take an enforced rest, during which he wrote his Saints’ Everlasting Rest. On regaining his health, he returned to Kidderminster, where he stayed until 1660, when he moved to London. At the Restoration, he became chaplain to King Charles II, and was offered the bishopric of Hereford, which he declined. On the passing of the Act of Uniformity, he retired from active duty as an Anglican minister. Around 1673, he obtained a license as a Non-conformist minister and began lecturing in London.
HATCH, EDWIN (1835-1889) Hatch attended Cambridge and Pembroke College, Oxford (BA in honors, 1857). He was ordained an Anglican priest in 1859, then went to Toronto, Canada, where he became a professor of classics at Trinity College. He later became rector of a high school in Québec. He returned to England in 1867, serving as Vice-Principal of St. Mary’s Hall, Oxford. In 1883, he became rector at Purleigh. A well known scholar, he wrote a concordance to the Septuagint, essays on Biblical Greek, gave Bampton Lectures in 1880, and Hibbert Lectures in 1888.
CENNICK, JOHN (1718-1755) Cennick had thought of becoming a surveyor, but after meeting the Wesleys, he joined them in their work. In 1740, he became a teacher at Kingswood, England, on the recommendation of John Wesley. Later, he joined the Moravians, and visited their headquarters at Herrnhut, but he spent much of his time as an itinerant evangelist in England.
MOORE, THOMAS (1779-1852) Son of John Moore, a small Dublin tradesman, Thomas was educated at a private school and at Trinity College in Dublin. He read at Middle Temple for the bar, and held a post with the Bermuda government for a short time. He was a well known poet and Irish nationalist.





HASTINGS, THOMAS (1784-1872) Son of a doctor, Hastings grew up as a farm boy, walking 
six miles to school in the winter. He began his career as a music teacher. In 1823, he became 
editor of the Recorder in Utica, New York. From 1832 until his death, Hastings trained choirs 
and developed religious music. He penned almost 1,000 hymn tunes and 600 texts. His son, who 
became president of Union Theological Seminary, said of him:

He was a devout and earnest Christian, a hard student, and resolute worker, not laying aside his pen until three days before his death.
FEATHERSTON, WILLIAM RALPH (1846-1873) Little is known of Featherston, except that he belonged to the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Montreal (later renamed St. James Methodist Church, then St. James United Church). He was born and died in Quebec, Canada.



